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NARRATIVE, 

&C. &C. 



On the 2d of September, 1823, I embarked at 
Gibraltar, on board the Nassau schooner, ac- 
companied by General Cabreira, and Mr. Has- 
ker, the former a Portuguese and the latter an 
English Gentleman, who volunteered their ser- 
vices with me in the cause of Spanish freedom. 
The Nassau was laden with arms, accoutrements, 
and ammunition, for the use of General Biego's 
army, forwarded under the direction of General 
Sir Robert Wilson. We were ordered to set sail 
immediately. General Wilson being so anxious 
for. our safe arrival at Malaga, for the assistance 
of General Riego, that he would have sent us in 
a balloon, if possible. We sailed out of the 
harbor with very little wind, tacking about 
Nar. A 
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until we lost sight of Gibraltar, when we found 
that a French frigate was in pursuit of us. On 
perceiving this we tacked round for Gibraltar 
again, with a view to the preservation of our 
cargo ; and on our arrival we altered our char-- 
ter for Malta, and set sail again, passing close 
to the French frigate, which now took no notice 
of us. 

At day-break on the following morning, we 
again came in sight of a frigate, and supposing 
her to be French became a little alarmed for our 
cargo ; but on looking to her sails and rigging with 
a glass, we found her to be an English frigate. 
Soon after this we entered the harbor of Afalaga, 
and were immediately visited by the Pratique 
boat On their demanding from whence we 
came, we answered from Gibredtar, and were 
bound for Malta. We inquired if General Riego 
was at Malaga ? they replied in the affirmative ; 
the Captain of the port lidding, ^ He is CaptaiA- 
General 'here."' We Aen tdMhlm ^e had arms, 
accontretnents, and iimmaiiition Tor Mm, and 
were gladly received. - ■ ' ' ' 
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On the next morning (the 4tb) we presented 
ourselves to General RiegOi who received us with 
pleasure ; and I offered my personal services to 
him in the just cause of Spain, producing docu- 
ments signed by the president Pedro Agar, my 
commissioui signed by Sir Robert Wilson, and 
some honorary distinctions obtained in Gallida, 
in the attempt to break the chains of slavery at 
Santiago on the 21st of February, 1820, under 
the command of General Alvarez Acevedo. I 
showed to General Ridgo my instructions to 
organize the Foreign L^ion, and on his demand*- 
ing of me if I would share my fate with him, 
I relied '' Y«b, until the very last, let the diffi^ 
culties be what they may." 

» » . •' '" « 

J then asked the General if he could depend 
upon km army. He replied* that he had not 
tried tlfem, bn(tthfi,t be bad very few officers upon 
wbom hetCOuU depend. . I then took the liberty 
of «fUggestingrt[o^him.to provc^his men before we 
h%M^\^% by talfjog up a position outside the 
town, 09 ith^ rofKl wheK« the French weie ex« 
pected-^placing the field-artillery and what else 
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could: be readily mounted upon the plains; 
keeping a heavy fire upon the enemy's cavalry 
in their advance-rthe Guerilla parties on the 
heights, right and left, for a reserve — and the 
main army in the rear, to attack, and to cover 
bur field-pieces, &c., provided we should have 
occasion to retreat. If his army should be- 
tray him, to embark in a boat which should 
be ready to convey us to Gibraltar. I received 
the General's approbation of these propositions; 
but he was unfortunately advised tq quite the 
reverse by his Spanish officers, who betrayed him 
at last ; and to our misfortune we marched off 
that night, as will be seen in the sequel. 

I then left him, and hastened to communicate 
my sentiments to Mr. Hasker, who observed, 
that he would share his fortune with us also. I 
replied, " Do not. let me induce you to pursue 
ajuy steps that are not perfectly congenial to your 
inclinations; and if you are determined to accom- 
pany us, do not blame me for .the hardships 
you may have to endure in so doing; as for 
myself, I am independent with respect to 
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my pursuits and inclinations, having no rela- 
tions to congratulate me on my welfare, or to 
mourn my loss." We then went on board, and 
brought oui; baggage on shore, each of iis taking 
$t musket, in case we should require it, and a 
sword. Upon the quay we met General Riego 
on horseback, superintending the embarka- 
tion of the troops and baggage, which he had 
ordered to go by water to Garthagena : the Ge« 
neral ordered one of his Aides-de-Camp to Bee 
our baggage safe on board, but we never heard 
of it afterwards; and it was most probably 
taken by the French, who entered Malaga 
next day. General Riego then desired me to 
go on to the front of the town, where I should 
find his servant with a grey horse for my 
use. 

About six o'clock in the evening, my friend 
Hasker and myself took a glass of wine and 
marched off} but the night being dark, we 
could not meet with the servant. In conse- 
quence of this accident we marched all night; 
and on the following day, from the rapidity of the 
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march, the Beat of the weather, and the extr^ne 
badness of the roads, which lay amongst rocks 
along the sea-side, added to my being trouUed 
with a biUous attack, I was nearly exhausted ; 
however, T took a hearty draught of salt water, 
which had the desired effect of relieving me« I then 
threw myself down under the shade of a rock» 
and in the course of a short time recov^ed ; took 
a bath in the sea, which greatly revived me ; and, 
pursuing my journey, overtook my companions 
at the entrance of Velez Malaga, distant five 
leagues. 

On the 5th we arrived at Nerfa, four leagues 
further; and, entering the first coffee«house I 
could find, I sent a message to Genesal Riego, 
requesting him to send me his physician. This 
the General readily did, and also furnished me 
with some refreshment, which revived me va^y 
mnoh; to that in the course of two hums I w^it 
to see him ; he then ordcued his Adjutant to 
accompany me to find the grey horse. We 
were out all nighl; in the camp^ and did not fisd 
him until the morning. 
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On the 6th we marched on until we arrived at 
a large mountain called Sierra Nevada. In this 
day^s march the men were very much fatigued : 
our generous Commander Observing several men 
in the rear rode back, and dismounting let 
those who were exhausted from fatigue tide 
in turn, until they were in sight of the main 
army; he then told them to push on, which 
they did, and came up with us. In order to ac- 
complish this humane action, which will ^ver 
deflect honor on his character, he himself 
marched on foot about three leagues: this was 
not the only instance, for throughout the march 
he did it daily. 

Our troops were benighted in a very danger- 
ous road between two mountains, by which the 
army was in great danger of separating and los- 
ing their way. General Riego perceiving this, 
made signal by whistling — some of us heard him 
and fidtowed the sovnid, but others went astray / 
At lengtit our General fell in wkh ^a yams sH^ 
herd who had some fire; tiie'G^aeral bfok^^'i^e- 
veral branches, and made fires in many places on 
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'taat,,mmid(Kfm. in the vaJile]r/»,.9n4.':Sp9i^«JV«««i 

8€Kq^.<jb)l8« UghtfT revived. tbei%:,aB4 tm fli^ 
time they all assembled together at the bottom of 
the pipi^nto^. . ,. , ., ,:. .:ii.o 

^4)n$ br^aU of day of fM^>^h,»§>j[)gr<i|M 
^.jjntjLwe G^^ne tp a bouse, \«fbw ^f§^Bi'«li9JMtli 
f gi|id^..\yilpA qondncted DS wte^hf^^glh^i^t^ 

exji»ibit^-^': J^u^fiil >y4 wftA <ftilPff»rWAf(^ 
Notnitbfltanduig the fatiguf ifo4 tb«ifFaHA.4%^ 
fiie§lHiM»i1wi^r 4ri9ops w^e in ^^^Sl»9^%^^ilSl!Sl^ 
ei||ging.,p»tiiq^c ctongs^ &c - yf^rrmx<lilmf^dm 
tiA-mi^^yi^n weMLip .witb 4 ffiftj, ji|£.^pe%c)| 
piqn^^ ..^o^ their ,<^aUc^gf,,|^..«^'«4^,(\^ 
0om^,;bQVe.?) ..QeoQcal Bie8f>p-hmas.m^f(mtK 
oU«iii( oMit Vire,Z0 CmsfftHitioit I:. 9^,-^10^,11^ 
FFt04bf find HPOB «9^ .<«fl»<irsa,'|<JMS(b^b<|i^:<iiEl 
dei«d theOuehUas to.ad«aiHi|>!^i«b^^y M« 
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umd firod on tlie enemy, who disappeared iiniue' 
dkiety. Tbk took place at a small Tillage called 
Santa £lena» (four leagues). The troops then 
adraneed until we came to very bad roads, so that 
our horses and mules could not keep upon their 
legs, and we were obliged to halt till day-tight. 

On the Bth we marched on until we came to 
a small river, near a town called Villanueva 
(five leagues), where we found that the floating 
bridge had been drawn on shore, so as to 
prsvent our entering the town without much 
dtficttUy. General Riego immediately rode 
through the river; when the inhabitants, see- 
ing him» hastened to replace the bridge: the 
S<ddiers, however, who were impatient to cross, 
im hopes of ftndii^ the enemy in the town, forded 
k also«-4Hit the enemy had fled. The General 
gave oidars to the Mayor of the town to 
rations immediately, which was with much 
4iSci^ complied with, owing to die French 
hnvii^ taken away flie cattle from die inhabit- 
ai^. We at length got some refi^hment, and 
pursued our march all nights 

Nar, p 
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JgMrly^ii) tbe moro^ oC the Oth.iiFe met some 
good old Spaniards (farmers) bringing their oat* 
tie to supply us, singing *' Yiya Riego ; Viva la 
QonfitkiKQiQn! JVlMmnlMFnmeefies, yto malos 
ctHTAPniir/n^fet^JSspitnales/' (tigoifyiog, Deotii to 
the.:£'i:eiicli| the Monks, and fidae Spaniards.) 
An old former, who held a fine calf by a cord 
injbjis band. aiMl. was accompanied by his soft, 
e:!|f4;UMfB^> '^ We a,re come to ofier our aernees 
to yoii» General." General Biego replied, *' You 
are brare fellows ; I do not want you to serve 
iqe, l)ut your country ; find to annihilate lliase 
lIMtfpks.s^Qd Friars, who are not only plimdeiv 
utS J9tt.<>f your property, but poising yevor 
miiQds and ruining Spain: you may go home 
with your cattle/' The latter were accord* 
ingly let loose^ and on finding themaelms at 
libert^y, set off at full speed bomewanda^ and 
iffene met by their (K^mpantons, who appeared to 
MT^jbooiffe and congratulate them on their esoapii 
from the butcher's knife. General Biego tfaim 
df^ed the old man to retKum.liome *w^ hid 
spii) axul toio^Hii^ate.fais^&armj( upon whidi then 
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kfib 0% frini^g '^ fha Rkgo, viv& la ConstHu- 

We «iiow iwudied on until vre ati(4ii^d' ht 
Monte FriQ (tbree lea^ses^ «tid at the efttrmif^ 
of:t|ie1xHim MW isMtte boys stddding fdHtid a 
stone cross, smging patriotic 'songs, wbilM tlife 
older inhabitaate appeared on &i^ beighto,'wel^ 
coming our arrivak This was highly grMifffng 
to our tnMps, who seemed felly to apprediatd the 
eompliment pwi to them; and General R{ego 
expMssed |ds satisfeotion with l^eif eondod;^ te 
Ughlgr compiimeiitary terms. We Mtered ^s 
tmrn amid the most enthoeiastie acdamaiticHii^ 
of the inbabitafits, and marched io IJhe Pl!^be 
of -die C^nstitatioa. The authoi^ties^had put 
npatm^porwy board inscribed, Plazftde \k €}^^ 
stiincioii^ the<oviginal e^one having b6en taken 
di>iro by the French. Our tfoops ptesed in 
tivpmy ini oompanies, in front of the bMrd, ^en 
eiwb of the commanders of companies drawing 
bin sisnrd,fljiolaiined <*What bayts you swom to 
protect r- ""The Constitution!'' replied the sol- 
diers : ** Viva la Camtittkion, viva nuestro heroe r 
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iiC§«^'lb«iBelfo*iih%hig, uid the inliabitsttitB r» 
>litl^|(; v(^^ni tmm then grwQ ftrtheiBsiiB 
ol^MMkilii^W^ibr lAi^ tvoops^ to Tefredi ^&ein^ 
flg^Stfu^ Bdti in;4Jhe eteniiig, tkovt fire okloek, 
tlR^dbdiy ^dppeered m front of tke towitL ; the 
yifid&i^*tWi(Bi^^ alniMt dtstraotoil^ 

i«4biilfb'%ieatlsii mbreMed the conftHMn of the 
(f«J${y$K:i«UG^ litmm beat to arms, aad the Qemh 
r^ontovi^dia jpompany of lig^xlHmfimiry io foni 
daiit ij«ttath->1lfi3 enemy* 'Tbey advaneed aoid 

^MWtflE/^l4»^/!^»upM>^li^ tiie enemy ifflmtdin 
alli^MKfti|^)e«Md. . i moimled my hoiBeJn cooih 
pt^-^itb^Gotene^ Lucar»:;a hrate fi#cer» £q1# 
Ul«r«dfbyia> peoly of GiieriUaB^ aiid erne . dkaxg^d 
tbisiEicn^ open a momitam. ThcKSohMsl^iflres 
faei tberoommaiid of dielefiL The Freocb.^ai^' 
^r^V'i^ding'Ua advmiciiig rapidly. iqfMoli them^^ 
r^t^^ed^to tite plama; but a small party of* 
tkstr krfatttrjra^ «oine Laneevalay in andbisdi, oc^ 
liMc«d'bdiiiD^«he road «Me^ in hopes of cbar^fig^ 
iNlMbyi&tit^rise;' Bitting my p&Oy to keep ibeir. 
ftesilktt uiylilirartb^ iord^i», I ddvaneed to^^hd^ 
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mj^awBi to come ta my a^mitiiiiQeifJ^ j^mesfmh 

I piished^fiii^ofd^to rtGAii^ 
irig' tke laft I; niis^rttooked ^y:.ttHiiaPonMM(9fir 
der of ^ tbe B^hcll ; JMxeth > i^ljQin vjh .4l9<Ph 
g^faed by hk ttosiM tO'be a»^cAd.il!ir«t|M2li«0l7 
isi^ He adiranoed grindiagbtft ti^Mb^v^ 
MM»U frigtttea me out of tbcf MfMte)il(iit piphfiH 
Uy diseorered #iEt (his waii|ot^qittl4^'|M4K(iQ9{ir 
Ue witii a Biitidi cioldie^ £ii4r, aftei^:iiFti«iateftl 
ttkebange <;tf blows wkbout e&ct^^U^/m^^A 
pBoAmei My horse betrayed ^me, ail^v.lWllMll 
mmatd witfa bis; of which he ;taokv,^«lbit3|^<^ 
a^ attempted io ran bb lon^ ;air0fdiithr<|iig^ 
iliy; tkfe ; hsnt I fortunately f e^civef ed/ « tiQ'itfMi 
and BtnKk iip the weapon. JUamftf^ifMrimT 
bovse agaiil swerving^ he garo maaipmok^Hl the 
node* I had then the good fortBaoit iit)ffffacy4ili9 
qoiokly rouad, to run him thri9iigb:>tl}#,bp4y^ 
As be lrflfh(>mbii5^Jft«fse^v^ 
bpld. of Ms .eimi$e0 ; M r^of 4mnifdM^y;ntT. 
ttielaed) hf a ptet^r of' bit^^ >I^naer^, .1^^ P!ftf ty^ 
smmg tiHs/ advanced; ^bat/ifeMili^: itiiiat tf 
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they Hfed «foii the enemy tliey migbt fait mb^ 
ttifty mdi^faiced do«e: Hm drew off the at* 
tmAimet the LeooeiB ta tbemeehret^ and fpcm 
me tfaoeto leftover myself^ and to atsatt themm 
tbs«)isii>'. We eneoeeded in eeflirely dbpersilig 
dmb; whkifa geit^ 8o mocAi coarege to my party 
t^ 1)ltt»y advuneed shoutimg^ l^d miesir^ Pt9fi^ 
mU^'CmuMdMtt Yf^les I Dofing tim time €t>« 
koel; liDcar wa9 attaokiiig the enemy on iBaH 
rights another party attacked as al^, bnf 
^nei^ppumd in a Tolley npon tfaeflOi aod they i^ 
tmofed; *i ccmnted filfteen Fienebmenr lyhig* 
dearf'^tipon the fidd, ineluding two <^ce» ; 'hM 
thc^^&to waB riiared by «gfat olmy brave eetbM 
mde^ eae (rfwhom, drawing Jus last breath, 
cried. Fma Au^o^ ra>ii &i CansHtudm I 

. I nowr^fredwith my party, and on ascend^ 
the faill'foond our troops again advancing ; upon 
M^ldb I asriteted m directing diem to take pos^ 
cMN^JMi el the heights^ pomtii^ out to them the- 
oenokated poeition^ of the enemy^ wlia lay in wait^ 
te^ aittek tbem< AAer forming the lines^ I went 
d«wn ftnte the toitrn to haveimy wound dressed ; 
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bbA om aiHviiig M^ tlusr Ganttoarii (qMmrt«rfl^ mm 
hcmof ad wtth Im ccmgrataktiDDSr hv^sievdt 
eadk^iSieA from Ihe losft of bbod^ i)iit' wao oidigHl 
fiogt to. $lt down nad «ailMfy the ddtnands y^ 
htiii^^, having Imd no food for inwards xdiw^ 
bows.- When my repast ww tobhedt? andXbail 
8Q(^ Bay horse dmilarly ptovided I6r» I 9M; tttjr 
wound dresised, General BwgO proYiding nnsa 
black 'Silk bandkeirchief and a tMxl^ in ditanof 
ml^. own» wbich were all over Mood«^ jAifter^tUar 
I remounted my facuree, and in ridiqg'aioni^te 
Iwes, p^rodhred the Mreneb maauBavring^^pun^ 
poaely to; draw our infiBitry into (the ifAira^ 
wfawe^ they migbt attaek- then with advtoitageb 
This indaoed ^6 ta auggestio the.OoEierabtto) 
order the cavadry *npoa the pfceoa^ to cover 
the roads — oiir infantry keeping thdr posi-* 
tiona* Tbisi maiiKefmrediseonbeftedtfaNMiifim 
who dedined attaokbig us. Ntgbt^nbininaoD^ 
ittg 0n» the Qmsral garee ^md&B i(^ ftaiafikltr^r^ 
tojidraw offiiyidegiQeB; so that the iimetsy^msi^Ub 
not percetTe tiiera^c^Brecting the cavalrj^ to'k^^ 
the^vfear^^goard. 0nr^tiit>tqls/inaridiad ^thtMfgfe 
the' 4xmaiy'ja»d' formed o«i> tbftfytcmQ ^'IMtgk 
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(three leaguesV where the tr&itor Bd teete i w 
had Ins head-quartons. 

I may be excused for mentiQiiiiig, tfnt pmri- 
oosly to our marcbiDg forward, the General called 
the Officers to the front, and takmg mjr swovd^ 
stiU besmeared with Uood, showed it to tbenif 
sajringf ''This, Gentlemen, is the Uade of ho- 
nor, carried by a British soldier, and coTernd 
with .French blood." Tlien tpming to me, Iff 
added ; '* Hiat grey horse is yoms*-bnt to-mor- 
row yoo riiallhaTe a nobler chaigif, toMpyon 
to kill as many Frenchm^ as you can.'* Th$ 
word was thei gjhren.to.pypQs^r a]i)i.we,re* 
eeiired orders to reconncati^ the wootfs .en on 
inardb. The night was.int^isflj col^^ and.tb^ 
air gating to my wound, ijAiroug)^ ^mf^f^ skill 
in 4jrfiMnng, inade it exceedjt^y troublese^ie. 
It €»afied a c^onsiderable swe^tng i^ my i^of^ s^ 
thal.Qn mys^tvrnfrciin r^c^^mmtnfi|^ Gep^ 
Bkfo ceiiQined me % ^p^j^V!M^^n^|^ 

As we qppro^died. th^ plaiii|f of Priqip, sbont 
ten o'clock in the morning of the lOth, we met 
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tionst they informed us tim^ti3»^a$fivli kid 
«ot 1^ that quarter more thau two hour» before^ 

6A^%^^aii mv*p&^m»o mmt^iiRfii^ 

9^gll»vfiam9Amm thaNMs^ hfaaMtfteitftt 

iStMi P^% rebotitioitTe,^ aidPjlK8^»^ 

Iwtwe soon perceived that this portion of our 

braWsVfere^giveV'to SuFplV^^W'c^e •iW^^ 
Nar. c 
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the troops proving, to be fiiend&u Colonel Locmuv 
on the advance^ most unfortiinalely received a 
^ot through his body — ^the wound proved mm* 
f a)» andil heard with painful regret of this gallant 
Officer's de«th on the following day. What 
we ceased finng, General Riego^eame up and 
exclaimed, ''This day, my comrades, we shaH 
be crowned whh glory." We immediatdy ad« 
tanced, and formed our lines for a general en- 
gagement The General, ordering the Staff Of. 
ficers to the front, and addressing me, most flat- 
teringly demanded**^'' Matthewes^ inhere wiH 
you take command ?" I answered^ " Wherevar 
your Excellency may think proper to order me;'' 
adding, that he did me an honor, whieh I feared 
my inexperience did not merits He replied^ 
that my previous conduct had given him 
iBufficient assurance of my ability, ''And from 
tiiis time," said he, ^' I request diat you will 
consider yourself, my first Aide-de-Canqp/ 
Without waiting for my seply, he demanded my 
advice and opinion respecting the mode of at» 
tack« I observed, that I conceived the most 
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:idvantageou&* mode of attack would be, to 
charge with the infantry and to flank them with 
Ae cavalrf. He then desired me to take charge 
of a partf of inikntry and a troop of €aTdlry ; and 
with these I advanced upon the enemy's lines. 
They fired ^a volley upon us, when my dastardly 
cavalry*' immediately' fled : the General seeing 
this» returned, and ordered another party of cai» 
iralry to chaise the enemy upon the left. I then 
led up the infantry, «nd cfaai^d the enemy in 
front, while the caTaIi|r charged them on the 
flanks^ M J[ entaoed tht> lines^ shouting ** Viva la 
Cm^iitutim t f Ballaeteroa's army returned the 
same ory^and imrntdiately ceased firing. Their 
CieneraU ohi seeing thatjjbiti troops had dfsetited 
JMH^Ll^cLhad acted witl)?fideKty to theiretMintry, 
adfaowdiiowards me ; I rode up to him with 9. 
falLrioAentton to.: run him through thewbody* 
which' be perc»viog, t^ried oolt ^ l^a laOon&ti^ 
tupim^^vii^ ^iRkgo /*' Hia. AidiS'dff^Caiii^i who 
I4i|)e9i»d io£'4t ica^trai^vQpinibQv ^(^niiHed lUSs 
safety jiiftMgaUmpiog'ibaok .to thec^Uitesir ){ re^ 
turned* \ td Ballaeterl)s/ ^ amd ^de^irtnl : hicol ')td^ 
wait there until I fetched General Riego; tg^ 
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whom £ Itastened and iDfermed hiai» tkafc 
General Ballastefos was prisoner. He ex* 
claimed Vim Maft^ewes/ and we then galloped 
witb^ dll speed to Batlasteros, who^ on the ap-; 
proach of General 'Riego, advanced to meet htm 
with open arms^ The gallant Riego receifed 
biitl cordially, bat said, *^ Ballasteros, how came 
yoti to betray your coitntry^ and make a capita- 
Idtion With the French, who are come mei'ely tcr 
rob and plcindef Spdiil ?" Ballasteros answeredr 
'* 1 could not have lived, had Iliot done so ;^' 
ibpon which the Hero replied, •* Now tben,^erVe 
youl" Countl"y, and retrieve your honor ; by so 
ddiAg ydu will live honored and beloved by youi^ 
countrymen, and your name become immortal.'* 
Ballasteros answered, *^ You know I am a Con- 
stituttonalist.'* " If es,*' said General ttiego, '* I 
know you were so fn 1821*; you gave ws proofs 
of it, in Madrid ; but I am sorry to say> sidce 
that period you have dishonored your patriotism i 
I kndw y6u are an ex|>erifencdd General; affd 
capable' of cdnlmanding an Army far bettat* than 
myself; I therefore offer yo*i the command of 
the troops — I will do more,'* said the too gene- 
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rous Hero, ^ I \vill be your Aid^-(k-Csiiti{>, it 
you think prdper to cocDmaiid tne ; or take any 
othei' part in ^hich I can serve my country, and 
protect ^her liberties^ 'If you would rathj^r I were^ 
adeputy of the Cortes, I will return to Cadiz^.^3 
"Bat/' said Ballasteros, **I cannot fbrfeit my 
ivord of honor, which I pledged on the capitular 
tion with the Fmneh/' tJpon this I could not 
fi)rbear exclaiming, ''General Riego, this is 
treason to his country and her cause ; let Bal*-^ 
lasteros and Montes^ and the rest oi^ the traitoni 
Who command on Ibose heights, suffer the jusC 
penalty of their treachery, and you will theil 
have their whole army return to their country'i^ 
standard." But the heroic Riego*s heart was as 
generidus as it was brave, aiid he suffered the 
conrersation to proceed, whilst my blood boiled 
with indignation* General Riego answered; 
** Swve your country, and that will best restore 
your honor.'* To which Ballasteros only te^ 
plied, '• I Will form my troops/' ** Form," said 
General Riego, taking up his words, ** for ac* 
tion?" ** No," said the degraded Ballasteros, 
" not so ; but to ascertain if they will agree with 
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your propoteL'' General Biego observed, "®y 
80 doiDg jou.wiU honor your country, «md still 
more yoursdf." General Biego then*said, *^Mf^ 
troops reqake refreshment, and I want my 
dinner.'' Ballasteros offered to senA him 
some. ** But," said RiegOj ** I wish my* 
men to dine too ; and to supply their wants 
J shall march into the town;" and he im-^ 
mediatf ly gave orders to . marclu Ballasteros 
accompaiwed General Biego tQ his qaasters^ 
wjtieije thp former was immediately put undies 
l^rr^st* General Biego then issued ord^snfov 
rations^ andMi?d cpntributi(ws, and the troopa 
Uy 4pwp to ^est* . ,, . . -i v* ♦ 

QeB^r^ ]Vfonto«> phor helonged to Ge»eroi 
Ballast«i;o»'s army, pfeserigpd. t^hGen^malx Jii6g€^ 
that it was impossible CQr jQfeiii^l B«Uast^os to 
violate his word of honor which he h&d pledged . 
to t^ J^rencti. The thre« Ciener^ls i^esk retuied 
to.ho\4^9. poQversatioA privat^ly^ ]|l<k result of 
wlxicb. remained a ^f|C^4;|: but G^nctrat Bifis^ 
d^dari^d to me, tj^at; Qene^l Ballasteros was 
an infamous traitor. I now retired to rest. 
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\ In flie nighty I3^€l*al Montes, assisted by his 
officers^ endeavoured seeretly to indace4iismen 
to leave the town^ leQraig> Hntj would join our 
anny^: and* I an sorry fo add, that they suo 
ceeded bat too well in their design* They 
escaped, and Ballasteros with them. 

At day4ireak ^he 11th) the drams beat td 
arms^ and we i|uitted the town of FriegO; 
we had s not marched a Aiie, when we met a 
party of fine ydnng mem coming to Jfoin ils, ccfiA^ 
mnnded by a bmve officer, itingmg ** Fha lit 
ComtUumn^ viva Riego/ Constitution or death r^ 
These brave fellows were ordered to join dur 
Guerillas; At the distance of three leagues 
we torived at a*smaU town called Alcandete; 
and* our^umn being a good deal fatigued, we 
stoiqped here for the night. v 

' On the morning of the 12lh'we tesum^ dor 
match. All the' sffldltowns we passed through 
weret^oicing, the bells riirgifig} and every de* 
monstration of jof evhicedy which the brave in* 
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hnhitagatbi «0a14 4«?»90 } ii» fiM4 on «iir awdswl'at 
M^rtqs (dwtauit (hraelefig»«) itappMi!«4 )9w 
« jubilee, Mu)4be whoto toivn wnt fllttmiwM* 
C«atribi;tfioiui tmd rations for the. troApa warn 
<»oiUQCte4 wiUMmt .delay, and bere we.hidladr; z 

On the following moraii^ (the 13th) «e 
mai^^ 4a Jaeii* The Goanteaa of GawdAa- 
^«1 ;Rm* an intimate acqnaintanoe of Geponl 
^i9gSi%i» wh«i«e house be iodgedat MarUx^ow 
fSf»99Ahfft diiguttt at the condoet of Ae Frtmh 
and.B^yaliata, imd fequMtad to acoamfMbsrva. 
tffih(f^ Si^ did 9Q ; but upcw «wr Uaviap Ja»»' 
itiihaiie, we ^nfortufiaMf miaaed haiv aadcaai^ < 
MHten aaaMPtajn wl^t haeatoeiof h«r aikaiwaadrt 
P^ba. GamratajqpiBaaad hi$ foars that tik^^imi- 
again fidkn into the ba»dff of tha imwj" tf 
8{k» God help her! . Ami i$ a lai^a inaiiBC^ 
tomi ; we were received with every nmk' «f 

oC» ttahopw wbcva w»iiad imv«»edlapta«p|iev( 
faHl Qanaml Biego aoold mi^t, 'omkHfti 4ie 
ftiligud qf idle pracad^ig daya* ' ■. ■' ■■ 
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OrdiM w«M givim ' at tiiig place for ih6 
edntribotkiir df rittidad for the troops; and a 
proclamation lusaed, itiviting all tfadsse wko faacf 
f]^itted tbe town ti> return to ttiei^ houses with- 
in tweatjr-four hours. Otherwise their pi^operty 
would be confiscated, and themselves be lia^ 
ble to be ishot if apprehended. During this time 
dnr tr60pi^ were in the greatest disorder, some 
Mleep in one place, and some in another; 
in fitct there was no order or discipline in (he 
tciMoit AbOnt two o'cl6dc in the afternoon, the 
j&ielicliniade their appearance <apon the plains^ 
We4toftLdidistift^hidef e#al«Monktf and Fri^ 
iftitkidr tmofi /FfaeyifcmtinedAinr order f)f battle^ 
witb^eiievfiiecaitl/ai^tillarjr ;^i>uii^thti^wM*<>f lit^ 
fletusenle tkein^^ ^Oun drMEis^btat^fo atias/ and 
Mr trMfi9/Qfi0ied> by ck^ees, butin^g^eat con^ 
teiOB^^ivreiodk pMsedsion of the heights, and 
the General placed his statf close to a hermi'^ 
tage Galled £1 JCalvwk>i The enemy appMlhsd • 
afraid to euiiimoisceithe.altapcki < GeMMt^BSagqk. 
thm oowBiiaiHled iboidbsistcm? that^ w«r»(Mi>th(i 
Castle to come down and join4lie mst )»lHiraA 
aent up twice with orders to this effect, but the 

Nar. D 
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CJomtnandadtit refitsed toobeyifaem: wbiob-teMig 
repdried to CkmenA Riego, caused him groat 
imxtety; Ibe Commiandaiit perMted in m- 
infttHittg^ &i the catttte ; land the Crench pert^v^ 
ing^the diitorder of our troo|is, madef an attack 
with ihdir Guerillaai while the liaiicers attacked 
bur catralyy; these cowardlj ratals turned 
rtfyatid^alid tM, away, excepting acme tew^^Ato 
imfiirtuttately fell^ b^ng ababdotied by Aelr 
Comrades; and their cowardly officetei f Vtik 
didast^ thiew the Hvhole *aili^ lAtO^«je 
^eMeaticcniftiBten; boii^Ter^ odr%rti^iilfeatfy 
4dtec«6d&cl>te g^a^fUlig sf positit^ 4^A^4h«^4^d^- 
'sM^^^dfid^ fired'& voltey ifitotli^ eibitty.'Wltkb 
tia^di p^bi^ff^, and cheokid 'tb^ir^i j^ili^it 
If%iit(dM»i|g on, Ae Gesm^i g9miMdmhix> 
i^resi iloewiy V afid addreaisifig^thstea Wh<|^^fiid 
iaiiyb&ha9od;amd, ''Soldier8^I ^m^asfa^Mi^tdf 
sometcil'you; but I know^ not wtelher^^die 
blaaieis to bo attached to officers ornAw t yoor 
conduct is highly reprehensible ; and I advise 
^hose ^ho^ havte j^roned true to the caiusef of li- 
berty aiid the honor of their coantry, tio expoi^ 
those wlio can be shown to have disgraced 
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tJMN»isOil«e»v in. this cd^agdraaat YDa- all be* 
h^A^^'^well (HI a recent oecwion, and I U^ast 
3WU. will m fotnre reaoWe to act worthji of 
jQweekves. As it k my intention to rew^d 
mmit^ 90 it i^ my determination to punish mis- 
fQoa4«l<^t*'' Theii turning to the cavalry, he, e:^- 
i^L^lmedy ^'Keep the rear-guard, and do ypur 
4f^T^0r rU fire' upon you with my own men/' 
Him enemy kept up a smart fire upon our Gue- 
j(iy^ll parties^ who were engaged until it was quite 
dark; and our Commandant apd the Quarter* 
^mJm-Q(^nmBl were missing, with several Qjther 
4i^i^ri.:and jnen. Our rear-guard waa>j9n- 
rtftaM,|Wttit:«tefen o'clock. We .marched jail 
nigbl^t ^^^ ^^^ roads being bad, and the night 
<darli^^(Mir iveiof w^ne much fatigued ; many thr^w 
msilay^ffheir knapsacks, and lay down quite exr 
^bafMkfidkr^being unable to proceed any jfuither, 
Ifoeyi-beoame careless about their safety^ and 
^mapyial^them 1!^ into the hands of the ^temy. 

^ We^^aiaivedt in.^tbe morning of^M^iMkr^sHfii 

, npfyo^ woee lying iw the. nfeec^ .^fajenvlfe^ti^fiefl 
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tbei^own, aii(^ ^oipe ia wmo-hQUse^) iafiuoli ^ii^ 
order as ^xce^;^ aU descriptipq, I want tQ 
tlie Geqerars cji^^rtera ; bijt fioding J^e W919 im4 
arrived, sal^ dowq to rest myself after takiog 
sptx^e reffpahnient* In a short time the Qene^ 
r^ arrived ; he had beep out all Bight encouvi^ 
ing the poor wearied aoldiersi to eoable them ta. 
^^ Oj^t of the enemy's bands, who wouid have. 
d^xoy^ them Uke wild beasts of the forest, 
hi(d. (h^y fftUen into their power* } was lying 
with V^f head npion my tin canteen, when Ger. 
i\^^}. l^i^gQ entered : I attempted to rise to pay 
V^Y: re$|>ects to him, but he would not pevmit^ 
it,;sayiqg;t *' Reisitez-yaus tranquille: vous ^es 
bjes§N^ir et vous 6tes fatigii^." He then laid him** 
si^f cjlowi^. t^ rest* In about an hour aftorwafibi 
t|)€i4rvim8 hfiat to arms ; I ran to the stable and 
l^fidll^fi i)[^:hprse^ apd then called the Qrnefial^ 
^1^9^ ^as m^o^h alarmed at the drums beating. 
yYq ijE^ntied our horses and rode to tlie field;. 
Q^.^y^ry we^e formed upon the plains on the 
^$]^^tiij? %^^l ^<^ «INlge tb0 eneo^y as they wA- 
"^ms^i P^V^ §^ <Hir infantry were lying in am- 
bA»hin the vineyards, and some on the main 
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road ready trf ftflrm squares. Our Guerilla paf^ 

tks were upon the heights; aiid^as the enemy 

adraxiced, they fired in tipdn Ihefn, which had 

great effeot aad disordered them very tnuich. 

But, perceiving: that our cavalry did not dharge 

lh«rm, aji they ought to have ddne, the ehentfy 

continued to advance; had ourcavahy charged 

thet^f we should have disper$^' them atthe^first 

onset { \mt th^ir Qeglecting to d6 sb gaveth^ 

Oiiemy fr eeh cotirege ; and finding that oiir drixiy 

was disordered* they kept advancing in |>artie9r» 

to I9a(ie D9 believettiat they were nmeh sthiiiget 

than they actwHy were, I am ^aoff yto bd«^ 

ffss, thvijt their $feia(tagem had the desired 'fafllbbti 

fwr on our cavfilry seeing them^lbey efiaiii^ftfny 

tw»ed rottpd and fled, My poor %r$fr'e Gtet 

rUtus Jjc^pt np a cpn0rat)t $re yntit th^y HH^ nftfc 

a taiytrifdgeleft} they were then oWi^dto^thyoSfc 

av«^y ♦heir aiw, and make their eseapcras *cil 

as they couJd, General ili<^o^ se^ttg: 'W ^^^ 

yalry retraatiflg* ^d hi# hria^^ Gt)^til)iir Motv«rn 

powepftd hey imvp^^ep^, harteaed to ibe ^aitt*i 

bo* as he was galloping along tb^lloe^hta'hoMci 

was shot beneath him: a party of the enemy's 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



30 

caralty seeiiiff him fell, immediately' ad^hced to 
take hit&, tipon which I galloped up with a ^mftll 
ji)krtyi[ had with ihe/and attacking the a^aikeatis; 
stfcde^ded in dSspfersing them. The enemy, *<IW^ 
e¥fer; «66iiig the General fell, took advantage of 
thibtnbtneiit and charged om-infintry before tbtey 
ctjftM pOfSsMf form themselves into squares : tbid 
thrieiW^hSsm Intd such tfisorder that, before Ifie 
€kUilettil c&SlM imount another horse, (which he 
diidf^nsfianftly,) and arrive at the lines, the ^nemf 
h^ t6tMfy routed them. At this crtttcal moin^Btt; 
f ISSliBrviEfa i'piirty in front stopping our ba^ 
^i^fl 1tiJmki&t€3y informed f he^ General of 1t^ 
Kftliltmid'tlfey i/^reonrowh men: **Ho,^^aifl 
l;^"^^^t6MF,'b6 assured they are the enemy; al- 
fiiWiEnd tb<ffl*^a party and chase them/*' I ttifen 
ofB^fetl a jiarty of cavalry to advance, but thi^y 
refhsed td obey ; this put the General into tM 
gii^kfeM^coii^tem^tion : it appeared plainly that 
i^^W^ scld^^ and he gallopfed off across the 
tttbthrtaifis;^ 4MttMg^ Ih^^eldf Mrict^l/,^M 

ii£cfei^4M%h.cf6Avifcdtrti^ t»a^ mm tmum 

cO^nH i ...' > f> rili^i >'' h »r j\u ^u /'ii Jqi b )r>^ I 
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^jp.i])i|^t ixteyii^bl^ gained tl>a jt^a^.; tb^r^^ 

w^H^ were braver soldiers ent^r^.^a^ fielj^^baa 
our Goerilbs aud io&gotrjr; hut pv^orlt Wi^tei^ 
ftillshort<)f Aimn^ftoitip^. N^ith^.were ji^a^ji^^ 
t;ry encouraged or evea supported t^ thi^f^r/^^o 

€Oinm$uaded by Colpi^ Jiuiui^furro ,X!9rp^9{X)T 
ponies of this battalion .were ^onfiipb^Ad^J^^^^ 
^^k officer of the«]^anae pf Co];rigi^^,.%g[ 
%hlF idfctijogui^ed thefp^T^ J^^ipfe^ 
encpiii^^ged by him and twp Q^li^^jap[§/^§^g|^ 
httkw^iB aba^doqied by nfarlj^Ijlj.^tptotl^S^ 
Ia feet, pciany of theiattgr werfl4ftolteiS)i»i6« 
theeQeoty. Jwasconfirroed ij^.t!t%P0JM'^^^I 
ohsierYing oiur cavalry cooUjf lopkijpg .jjn,^,j^)(j^ 
the: eijeipx were charging our i^f^t|;v.^ jl^fWS 
all hopes of retrieving pur caase,an|ijl de^rp^pe^ 
tp die sooner than be taken prisoner^ trw^e^l 
into the enenjy's lines ^ ^^^^ V^ ^^^^/^^ 
UJEitil I £ou^d mj P^s^e no lon|;^ 9^fl$^9^i» 
and; tben^ b^^Wg esefiped.i^es^, *Jf^tt!?P^»9ff 
along the plains, and up to the jQ9^,u|Ltgips,^f^hi§|p 
I accidentally again fell in with General Riego. 
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We had not procdeded &r tog^ber, wheti I hMurd 
the noise of horses : upon tuning round I per« 
ceived five officers galloping after us ; thinking 
they were French, I proposed to the General 
that we should attack theoii but he declined, 
saying, *' Matthewes, you are mad to think of 
engi^ng such odds." ''Well,** said I, *' I will 
engage them myself then;'' and accordingly 
awaited their approach. Howerer, I soon per- 
ceived that they were some of our ownofficers^ 
who bad made their escape. I now took a 
farewell view of the plains 1 had just quitted, 
and it was the most awful sight I ever beheld ; 
the carnage and the confusion were indescrttMi' 
ble ; the latter heightened by the French crying 
out in every direction, ^* Rende^-WM,*" (surren- 
der.) 

We proceeded on our route until. wa eantei> 
to a river, at which we dismounted ; and tbough^ 
tbe water,, owing to a very heavy shower ofnia 
which had £5tllen a short time , bef«re* had 
the appearance of jnud, we did net hesitele te^ 
swallow as copious dra^igjbts of.it, as^ though it 
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bad^^ii^iew tofik. Cteii. Sfego then expressed 
^ ^slre^ §>"i1iainge hts^ dress, to disguise*!iimtetf* 
I^^^^iiMa ^iny portknatiteaix ant] took out a sar« 
JCfttt^MUi^Fktg-^cbat^ whtchanswered his purpose ; 
r^'^iiik heUkeh threw his own into the riVeir-- 
lK^#e?^» hte threw it away. We then proceeded 
d^'04r jo^rtiey untit we came to a hut, where a 
ladn was standing with some melons for sale. 
€tet|ei^ fUego called out to me, to bring tb6 
slKII^Wilh me; I turned back and desired the 
iflatl'-ft^ fottow me; but he refused, saying he 
ol^uld'iioi leave his fruit. I told hitn, TSvouId 
]^sty hiitf fbrit,-and for his time as well; he then 
ctds^iiedf'imd' accfompanied us to a boUse,' 
t#^t6 we pfui^faased'two fine turkeys ; but oil 
o|Mttli^;my piH^anteau to take out som^mo^^ 
ney, I found that I had been plundered of ^tJde' 
whole, amounting to seventy ounces of gold. 
^Wb«a I kifermed the General of the c^rcum^ 
stlttiee^^be^ckHiimenced a similar searcb, and i6 
m^ gksi^ tndr^ficadon^lc^nd, tlutt hiir portman'- ' 
teMihad^alM^ bete plundered, to tbb am6ntit of 
t#6 htodred^aAci'i^ly 'biincei. He tailed^ tofe 
ofc M;^ isitte^ ' aad ejn^Iaimed, '^llfatthewes, we 
Nar. E 
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are ruined ! 1 have lost every thing." This 
certainly was a distressing circumstance ; hovir^ 
ever, I endeavoured to calm his anxiety, and ob- ' 
served, that money, however useful, was insigni- 
ficant in comparison with our lives, which had 
been spared ; nor ought we to be moved by such 
a loss, after the much greater one we had just 
suffered ; that we would endeavour to get to 
Carthagena, and if we should find no army there, 
we would make the best of our way to England. 
We then sat down and plucked the turkeys ; 
some of the party attended upon the horses; I 
cut some tamatoses, and then put the turkeys 
into a pot to boil : when our cookery was con- 
cluded yre fell to, and with the addition of some 
bread made an excellent dinner* 

We afterwards consulted respecting our fu- 
ture pursuits ; and it was determiued, that the 
General should take with him one or two faithful 
friends, as he might think proper, and the rest 
return to their homes, and await the issue of 
events. Upon this General Riego turned to 
me, and asked if I would follow him. I an- 
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swered, that I should not swerve from what I 
had sworn ; that I would cheerfully share what- 
ever fate awaited him. He then called his 
Spanish Aide-de-Camp, Captain Mariano Bayo, 
a brave officer, who had served under him in the 
Island of L<eon, hear Cadiz, on the first insur- 
rection for the Constitution in 1820, (and whom 
I regret to say I left in confinement, when 
I was released from my dungeon) ; and in 
answer to a question similar to that he had^ 
put to me, received the same reply. The Ge- 
neral then addressed himself to Colonel Vicente 
Yirgenio, a member of the Legion of Honor, 
formerly in the service of Napoleon — an expe- 
ri^ioed engineer, and well versed in military 
tactics. He had been strongly recommended 
to the General, and readily agreed to accom- 
pany us. In the yard of this place, we found 
two muleteers, whom we engaged to conduct ' 
us to a place of safety. We then mounted our 
poor jaded horses, and proceeded oh our jour- 
ney ; but the roads being bad, though it was si 
fine moon-light night, and /ourselves nearly 
spent with fatigue/ we had the greatest diffi* 
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tulty in reachiDg a house, about fhree o'clock in 
the nioniiBg. This proved to be a dea of 
th}ei^. Our muleteers knocked at the door ; 
and on mentioning their names, in answer to 
the customary <* who^s there " from the people 
of the house, we were admitted. We took omr 
horses to the stable, and fed them ; Colonel Yir^ 
genio, the Piedmontese, remaming with them as 
a guard. The rest of us went into the house, 
and lay down on the floor; myself on the 
right of the General, and Captain Bayo on bis 
left. I had not, from the first, too great confi- 
dence in our entertainers, and therefore put my 
sword under my head ; but, weary frofn want of 
rest, not having closed our eyes for three nights, 
we were all very soon fast asleep. 

At day-break, we were aroused by a knocks 
k^ at the door, and some persons demand- 
ing com ; the master of the house refused it 
ihem, saying that he had none. After this, I 
beard thekn whispering to each other, in a man* 
net that strengthened my former suspicions. 
This I forthwith communicated to the Gene* 
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ralr declaiing my conviction that if we remained 
here much lon^r we should be betrayed, and 
therefore strongly qrging that we diould be off 
immediately. Tte General unfortunately view* 
ed the circumstances differently, and Captain 
Bayo even expressed his surprise at my form* 
ing such an apprehension, observing, that these 
people could have no interest in betraying us ; 
in which infatuation the ill-starred General con* 
curred. Captain Bayo now desired that a 
smith might be sent for, to shoe his horse ; and 
the man of the house accordingly set out for a 
small village, about two miles distant^ called 
Aiguilles, to fetch a farrier, and to bring 
some wine and bread for breakfast, having re« 
ceived strict orders not to mention our being 
there. After the man was gone, the General 
upon reflection acquiesced in my opinion, and 
we therefore kept sentry at the door of the house 
by turns* About two hours after the man had 
gone, I, being upon the watch, went to the 
lop of a little hill near the house, and perceived 
a cart about a mile off, accompanied by some 
men ; but £ could not distinguish their numben 
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This I communicated lo Gamral Riego, and he 
and ^Bayo came themselves to look ; but we 
could then neither see the cart nw the men. 
During this time the man returned witti some 
bread and grapes, and some sour wine, saying 
that the smith would be here immediately. I 
told the General, that I was certain the man had 
betrayed us, and requested that he would de- 
part immediately ; but our other too confiding 
companions overrruled my suggestion, and per* 
suaded the! General to wait until we had taken 
some . refreshment, and Captain Bayo's horse 
was shod. Bayo next mounted sentry, and on 
returning to his post, after receiving share of the 
provision, perceived a gang of robbers close 
upon us : he ran back instantly to the house, 
saying we were all lost, for we were beset by a 
troop of Ca^adores. The man of the house 
hearing this, came out of a dark room, and with 
a musket attempted to shoot General Riego : I 
immediately drew my sword and ran towards 
them; upon seeing which, the villain retreated 
into his den again. I made a cut at him ; but 
the blow unluckily fell short, or he would pro- 
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bably not have been in a condition to repeat his 
attempt. By this time the party was at the 
door. I advanced to meet them, and demaiided 
their business; one of them relied, ** I am an 
Alcalde," (Magistrate) : I exclaimed, " You are 
a set of robbers ;. and if you want our money, 
which is very little, you shall fight for it."* I 
then proposed that we should attack them ; but 
the General forbad me, saying, it was useless to 
attempt such odds: however, I was rushing 
upon them, but the General caught me by the 
arm, and compelled- me to desist. "For hea- 
ven's sake," said I, " General, let us die like men, 
and not be taken by these ruffians; look at 
them, they are nothing but cowardly robbers, 
and we could beat a hundred of them ; sieehow 
they tremble,— they are ready to run away now, 
the scoundrels." However, General Riego com- 
promised the matter; and being surrounded, we 
were obliged to surrender at discretion. We 
were then conducted by about fifty of this rab- 
ble, who were provided with fire-arms, to the 
Mayor of the distnct. On our arrival I asked 
the Mayor what right the^ie miscreants had to 
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take us prisoners ; ^^ I am an Englisfamaii,^ I 
said, ** and these are men of honor; we teere 
merely 8to{^ing to take refreshment" The 
Mayor made me no reply, bnt ordered ns ta be 
conducted to the house of the Commandant at 
^rguiliesy the iFillage already mentioned. I 
asked the Commandant what authority he had to 
detain us. He answered, ** I shall deliver you 
orerto the proper authorities atCarolina,'*(a town 
six leagues distant). When we came out of the 
house, the robbers wanted to strip us, to search 
for money ; but General Riego observedv ^hat^ 
if they considemd us as prisoners of war, they 
had no right to touch our clothes. The Cbm« 
mandant rq>lied, ^'Certainly not* ^'Then^** 
said the robbers, ^' we will not go with thenu" 
The Commandant was peremptory in his orders 
to them to escort us ; but they persisted in their 
remaal*—'' because," said they, ''it will be the 
same thttg over again, and we shall not get the 
money wbidi is our due." Nothmg mote can be 
necessary to«sbaw, that ¥re had fallen iMo the 
hands olwere robbers. After mu^fa^alteitzatton, 
the Ccmmandant piev^led on apaity of ihfs 
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banditti > to conduct us to Carolina ; but tb^ 
upright Alcalde flatly refiised.iiis aid in this 
semce, as did several of the robbersi becmm 
they were not allawed to plunder us. 

At length we proceeded on our dismal jour- 
ney. About a mile before we arrived at Caro- 
linai a mob came out to meet us, crying '* Mu- 
eira Riego t (Deadi to Riego !) This was itiie 
first word of the sort that I heard : 1 was in 
Ik>P68 they would not fiave known the General, 
^as amongst ourselves we called him Commauh 
dant. This mob complimented us. with their 
i¥hole vocabulary of abuse ; they were headed 
by a troop of French cavalry. The leader of 
4he rabble cried out, ** VviBa el Rey absolute /" 
^Long live the absolute King!) He then came 
up to the -General, whom he appeared to know, 
and swore he would run him through tf he would 
-not join in the aame cry. The hero coolly re* 
jilied, ^^I cannot 4o that; I am a member of 
the Gottes." The Fren0h Commandant here 
interfersd, and said,* ^^ What right have you t& 
insult tbeGeneralfBesid^i'heis'UnaFmed: how- 

Nar. F 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



42 

. ever, I have a sword, and, if you do not conduct 
yourself better, will perhaps try your valor." 
On this the ruffian, said no more. We were 
conducted through the town, the mob crying 
out, *^ Kill them, murder them ! they are Jews, 
Jacobins, Heretics, Freemasons," &c. S^c, 

We at length arrived at the Castle, where the 
Jailer had prepared about fifty pounds of iron 
for our use ; but, on thcfir att^npting to iron 
.General Riego, I swore. they should not put 
irons on any of us ; that we were men of honor, 
and not criminals, and would sooner die than 
be thus disgraced. I was so incensed, that I 
called them rebels and traitors to their country ; 
fm which I really beliQire . they would . b^ve 
murdered ns, had not the French tGommani- 
dan^t interfered; a piece of civility for which he 
.was severely reprimanded, the following day, 
by General Latour Froissac. After this the la- 
tendant observed to the Jailer, that he was respon- 
sible for oor saifety^ and^rdertd him. thcurefore to 
iput ud^into fidparate: cells* ' G^^nal Biego i^afi 
then conduf tedL to a cell, which had been previ- 
ously used as a privy by some robbers who h^d 
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b^eti c<mfined a short'^tiine before; it was tlie 
mo^ liaufieouB hoie that ever hjamanibdng en- 
tered/ and its eflSuTia moiethan Hiufficient to 
catise a distemper. There was, however, viery 
little differeDce in any of our lodgings thstf 
night, which was passed in a maimer it- would 
be in vain to' attempt to describe. 

Immediately upon our arrival at our cells, wei ' 
were searched: they took from me alh my pa- 
pers of recommendation, &c. ; a pockisi^boak, 
whose' contents were to me of great value; 
my spurs, mariey, and even the oil^skin cover^of 
my cap. We Were then left to ourselves vaooid 
though the men who guarded us made/stdk atf 
iipr6ar[ that slee^ seemed impossible, yet,' worn 
out with fatigue, with diimppouitnl^it, t and 
almost despair, the only solace of the wretched 
eame4o my* relief, and I sunk upon the floorr^E^d^ 
slept soundly. . ' / 

Atdcey^b^eak f dWokoiivei^ibHrsfyf iLiadked 
ikM guard b^^fm- men iittief «iq[ter,bAndone.'4^f 
VitttA brought;' akeie^me^ iom^ a/i datjiiUaof^u^SiQ 
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Iteld it agsuost the bus. of my ceU^ b«t it warn 
with gieat difficulty I coold diink; yet nol 
satisfied with this, the wretch gave it % knod; 
with his hand on the bottom, and threw tba 
water entirely over me^ In a paroxysm of rage 
at this brutal insult, I thrust my hand throagh 
the bars, and seizing a lamp which hong sush 
pended without the grate, hurled it at the -tiI- 
Iain's head, the oil flying^ about his ears as if oat 
ei a syringe. The Jailer, attracted by hia crie9> 
cama to know the cause of this disturi^aiiee: I 
(old him the circumstance as it hi^pened^ add« 
ing, that if he allowed these miscreants to insnii 
me, I weuld tear Ae fifrst man ta pieces I conid 
hey my handsi upon. I told lum^ it was qnite 
enoi^h thai) we weie put into such a filthy hole 
for confinement, without being insulted by. the 
fobbers whom it pleased them to put evmrus. 
fhe Jailet rept^imanded the men^ tdling thmn it 
was no part of their duty to insult lis ; and that 
I had rightiy served him. ^ Soon aftw this, the 
JkiSer returned with the robhero wha had. taken 
US, and ordered* us to strips naked^ snspectin^ 
that we had other valuables comsoafed ahont 
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our peirsons. I had a sasb wrapped round iik^ 
Mrhich was givea me by the General ; on finding 
this, they taxed me with its having belonged to 
a Field-Marshal : I told them I had it wrapped 
round my body on account of a pain in my Imns. 
I resisted their taking it^ but yielded at length, 
on their promising that aU my property should 
be returned to me. However, I never saw any 
part of it again; nor could I expect it, for what 
confidence was to be placed in the word of a 
set of miscreants hovering about us eager only 
for plunder? 

Early invtbe morning of the 16thr orders came 
fiwn General Latour Froisaac to loareb us to 
Andttjac (eight leagues)^ where he hadf his head-* 
partem. He was fearfid that the LUrarals would 
felease us; and this I doubt not woiidd hav4 
be^i the case, had we remaiited* a. fdw 4ays 
longer in Carolina. When we amvod at Bayleu, 
a small village aboiit four leagues on the marcht 
we wsere put into another jail; . Hew tiieiyigfrve 
us soBie refi^slmieBS^ aad the*Alcab}e». kni^W'' 
iog Qeneral Riego pemovaUy^behwed witbthe 
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greatest humanity towards us ; he expressed his 
regret aft the General's sudden change of fbr- 
tune in the strbng^t manna^; and tdok cm% 
that we should receive no insult from the popu^* 
laee. 

' The next morning, the 17th, we marched on 
to Andujar. We stopped at a house on ^ 
road, to^ get refreshment : the owner, who was a 
friend of General Ri^o, was from home; but 
his steward, wlfo knew his master's intimacy 
with the General, immediately produced an ex^- 
cellent collation, and we made a hearty repast. 
We then marched on, almost suffocated with the 
dustTOised by the horses of the French goatds, 
(a troop who had oome with us fromCaroliBa); 
atid befofe we arrired at Andujar we ware met 
by a mob headed by Priests, Monks, and Fii* 
arS| who abused us with all the insult they could 
d^^ii^e. We at length arrived at the Castle, and 
were put all together in one cell. The laifer, 
knowing General Riego, treated us with as 
mubh4enity«as the >situation ^vonlld adoiitvhe 
evenf>4old the General, that if ^we^vematned them 
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long enougii, he would endeavour to let us 
escape. We continued there four <lays, receiving 
every possible attention from our Jailer, and the 
Prench officers, who were chiefly Liberals. 
But this indulgence was not to last. Ge- 
neral Latour Froissac being made acquainted 
with this humane treatment, reprioGiaiided the 
Jailer and officers severely; so that our situation 
became as irksome as ever. General Riago, 
however, got the Jailer to go to a friend of his 
{Riegofs) to procurefaim a supply of clothes, 
linen^ &c. Thi^ commiission the Jailer faith* 
fully executed, and brought him two suits, one 
Qfwhkhha gave to me. Nevef did relief »ar- 
in%^ in better time, for we were literally almost 
^aked. The French General, how«Mer^iheaiang 
ol.this^so, gave orders that no one diould be 
allowed to visit us, or bring us any thing 
i'whatever ; and while we eat our meals, two sen- 
iFies were ordered to stand over us, with clos^ 
ddors^ » 

General ORiego and myself both asked to 
see the French General, to request that we 
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might not be given up to the Sjj^aniards, <^ 
Spanish anihoritiesy bilt remain under Frenck 
protection. I wished to know whdt right they 
had to detain me, or what claims they had on 
me: I was an Englishman, and demanded 
the privilege of one ; as I was taken, not with 
arms, but travelling as a private gentleman, and 
found in a house to which I had merely gone 
for refreshment. I stated, that I had a pass- 
port, signed by the authorities at Oporto, to 
proceed wherever business called me. But the 
polite Frenchman woiild'neithet* see us, nor an- 
swer our message* He ordered our horses to 
be sold, to indemnify the robbers on the road; 
as well as our portmanteaus, and every thiog 
that belonged to us, even our very clothes, ex- 
cepting those we had on. In the course of 
conversation with General Riegb, I asked him 
If the King were his friend? He rejdied, ^*I 
hitve written several letters to the King, offering 
him m^ services, and have expressed my fiddii>y 
to his person and service. When I was in his 
presence, -his Majesty always appealed friendly 
towards me ; bnt I never received any answer 
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to my letters lo liim." I asked him if he Chought 
the Ring would favor him in the present busi^ 
11688 T He 8aid» *^I think he %VilI ; because, as 
he gave me the command, I should boneeivdv 
ivere the King to take my life, his own; would 
be in danger;. and jm I am 8tiH his Atdei>de^ 
Camp, and a Deputy of the Cortes, I think they 
dare not take my life.'' Upon these grounds 
he' appeared to build his hopes. 

On the 21st, having been four days at An- 
dujar, the French General^ Aide-»de-Oamp came 
t& Mar prison, and informed us that orders 
wnerecome from Madrid to give us up to aSpit^ 
tiiMi officer, and that we were to be conducted 
to^ ^Madrid* Upon this intelligence. General 
Ri^o excla;imed, '^ Theq we shall b$ muntevsd 
by the traitors to Spain." We then proceeded 
to take refre&diment^ im which we were inter- 
mptod by the. arrival of our fiitnre oonductetii. 
who.omie to inform us, that two carriages were 
watting to convey us to our destination. This 
appeared. sofne^at decent^ after the treatment 
we had btaly experienced. We travelled witb 

Nar. G 
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ifUft q^c«i;94n wfuiiiinmh to gpaf4 m^ m-^\M 

V(ffW?w'«)# Pft ou)r..8Ti?>v4weB^.ieQR4««teif.» 
<tfi8a^JPt9?tfee^fl^fa^i^,prey<Hi<i*4f, Ip^BPf)^ 
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gekiiit^'tMt df tfieVillkJld, %0''<}oitrfd'%<^r6el^ 
oAh^:- t^ i^^^fed tb«f c<MdadtOi^ 't^' tiaa^itii 

dtSfttba-i^butfiM (oM Me ihat<t)«r«ttald<Wfh^ 

•f 'thtf WWri. '. We Were tfinHj tt«f 'td>%^;"kilrf 
^1Mi9 ft tlarib dnkgedir/^ Sbeh ^'pKftie'H^'Vh^f 
A»¥^lle^l«^Ma ; <ev(^ii tHb §^tit'&l»Vt(& 1)06^ 

]feibgi«!ttitt»^^'Woin^tigu!iH 'aft» ^ waSA^ 

dulgence whatever ; ^iiCl»« ' teiiltfttM''ift '^ 
cruel coiuli^n until .moraiing. 3eTM^ times 
dtti4^'<ibi§lol%, kyifg 1aigfa»^'G(il^6hUll(feg^4t$ok 
tfa^'ti^ tfte')f«ud j sayittgi-^ MalHi«^c«ei'!'>lHifiiit 
Mr^l>'^»hdi^tidi'ft)irg(oftteiiiis>vd« ji<MP4fo()<tII&ik 

^1 iMAtf «3fH.^'''>>''Btttlidd*5^ 'bibtrUMil^e^ 
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dare tiot kill us." In such tonr^satioB we 
pasted thib long and dreary^ night. 

In. the morning of the 23rd^ another dung- 
eart was brought, to convey us to Santa Elena, 
^#6 leagues). This Vehicle, if posmble, uras 
tfdroe than the one we bad the day .before* in 
tfiis manner we were conducted from one 
wretched prison to another, until we arrived at 
Madrid, a distance of 58 leagues, enduring every 
iSipecies. of insult by day, and of misery at night, 
throughout the jouiliey. 

' We stopped, for like last night but one precede 
ifi^ aurarrivalat Madiid, at a small village called 
Valdenwro, about foiir ieaguea from.the capital ; 
and at three o'clock the next moroii^ we cm»* 
menced 'imr journey, hoping to reach Maddd 
so early the next day as to av«d Uie alwse.af 
tlie rabble. But in. this we were disappcunted; 
in fatct,. set. off at what hour we would, the po- 
pulace, were always ready to welcome our aarri* 
valwkh volHes of ^mud and stones^ and every 
species of insult. These mobs were invariably 
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beaded by Priests^ Friars, Monks, &c. I have 
already said, that our language is not rich 
enough in terms of abuse to convey an idea 
of their virulence. 

A little before we entered Madrid the French 
aogmented their force, fearing lest the libe^ 
pals might attempt to i*escue, or the rabble to 
murder us. The latter were encouraged and 
protected by the R^ency of Madrid. 

We arrived in Madrid on the 2d of October, 
at about nine o'clock in the morning, and were 
conducted to the prison called the S^mnary of 
tboNoblest Separate cells had been provideol 
fidr< w, tittle better than those we bad le&: there 
bad been windows^ but they were now blocked 
np^wkh boards^ excepting a small hole at tbe 
top ;r 00 that we could see nothing but tbe iraa 
bfii»^ a«id received the smallest possible denser 
of light. The cell I occupied was half filled 
with various kinds of rubbish, so that I had 
acarceljiroom to lie.down : however, exhausted 
ffom.fatigue I s^t down among^ the dirt, having 
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tb«'«ffi(»r' told Vbe tire AbottM hdVe -8«M^ 
dbceaiMiMJiiafewilays. • ' " '>i'^ 

t^r&b ileSit morning this officer was r^lic^dd By' 
aiMrther; called Coude de Torre Alto, an 6(Si^ 
of'tiie King's guard, who bad been und^r sen- 
tence of death for the miirder of an oAkef 
named Loiidabttreta.m the reVolatidn dt Mdidi^ff' 
OBtheTthof Jaly 1821. ■' •^'•" 

• This ' dfficer did every ^nag* in bUi p&v/^'^ 
stanoy-' me ; even bringing straiigbi^ ^ tfifere? H^ 
iustiN mei. 'I told Ulem tixit if i wsfs aUteri^fe' 
to'die lat^, I'shonld be snfficidittly ptrni^^ 
withodf • thelir barbarity ; but that- 1 • VM**ftli6l* 
consider they bad a right td detain'mi il ib'gl^ 
hoar/«nd'I trusted my Govemm^t wbbl^i^ 
mUe righted, and at lome future period i^W^' 
themi '■>■ ' ' . ^ ■■ ■■■: ■' - ' ' ^-■<'*f« 

Aft^t W^ilhig all day, ^id' llhditog ^8^ 
brbiiglrt tae liothitfg to' eat; I knocked' ^t^ili^' 
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t|)^ jf I, %(! ^pjif fnlends iii^,|lf a<|d(l ^b*Hwt)idd' 
send me any thing, he' w<HI^-JMf H i^fi0fim)r<t t 
told him I was not aware that I had a single 
ft^^, }t{-Mia^^ f , bnt;.de9ire4;Uwk4Qi 9«k 'if'htre 
tff.^i;f),itp,,jba.ye ipiu:.ji|on«y relivrii^itit^ pnttMRi 

ui^^^e,)i^]^|nonivef:ef|«ari6«pflU§2 'fhil^p«Bliife 
t9.,|f^t^^ ^Jeijeral Biego in. tl^BiWidHgr^jttlw 
ai(i[l|i|^jlpp|ie^,; . ^ Thew^'s »o, QsDm4;k<irfe«'<im 
have none but criminals,'^ .; I 1^4, hi^^ithat 
though he would not own him as a General, 
^|eg^^^,?ws not J^eJ^p^ so for tk^ ^^miLikiiiflgfe 
^^r«^ .men .pl^OBjpr. Tb£4; a^.^h^ ob^l^UgMl 
t^^^.p^fs«B^^f vfrwBPti^t wi^i^in^ls k,tk^tm§> 
HWi»JtWS 91^ ^i^orilyrHfeWatlie^^Vgbiftn^' 
^8^i<}n,;,^Jii«)> ; hw^90i9lp$ M«Rps|Soh94' 
»J»RWfr to «K>l»pt^^ 183Q» to, tli^lP^d*PBBijlA^ 
l^df,Ji[«a|^]fi«;ied./U>|it^^|<3>f^F|si^^ 

ljj;,.|b;;9p.i |ij;«^14*iw *^»* J »ys*l| W^ianwifc 
ness of the scene in Congress, and saw no {^g^. 
vrhatever; that he took the oath' voluntaarily ; 

<^rPRT0ii|ipjf4ifeijif fo^^itfXj.as.ifpJl, ag.^l^ft i»»p 
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llhey now termed a criminaL . He said — ** Yes, he 

is a ciimihal, and shall be sacrificed, as he meritsl^ 

•* iThen/said I, •* if be is sacrificed, yoar King 

inay expect a similar fate ;'' adding that the French 

"vronld rue the day they put a fbot into^pain, to 

spill inhocekit blood; that I sincerely hoped 

England would avenge our cause. He replied, 

that if they did, Russia had four hundred thou« 

sand men ready to send into Spain. I told him, 

if they sent them they would die with hunger 

At length I put an end to this altercation^ 
'f » » ' . • • 

telling him he was a coward thus to insult a pri^ 

soneiw.*if I were at liberty, he dared not do it He 

left me, slapping the door after him in a great 

pasdion ; and I remained in this suspense as to 

receiving the means of subsistence until late at 

night. The Jailer then came in, bringing with 

bim a pistreen (about nine^pence), and a dirty 

rugy'^from the hospital, I 'su{^ose ; it' was so 

covered with sulphur and hastiness, that I ve^ 

quested him to take it away again. He brought 

also a few boards, and trestles to put them 

upon; this served me for b^d, and table. I soon 

found them swarming with vermin ; however, 
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amused myself bf killing the cattle they con-- 
tained. I gave the money to the soldiar who 
attended me, and desired him to get me some 
bread, green pepper, and wine: this humble 
refreshment somewhat relieved me, and I laid 
myself down to rest The repeated vi^ta how* 
ever of my jailer, accompanied by a party q( 
soldiers, ini^cting the wallS| iron bars, &c«, to 
ascertain, as they said, that all was Kcure, eflec- 
tually prevented me from sleeping* This was 
repeated several times during the night; y€^, nOt 
satis^ed even with this, they kicked at the door* 
and grated upon the iron hars» dancing over 
my room, and making as much noise a3 they 
were able, throughout the night. The guard 
was relieved every twenty-^ibur ho^rs^ Soqiq 
of the officers (jailers), were po9sef^ed of a 
little more humanity than otberv; bi^t the 
fbllpwing morning was usually ushered in by ^ 
repetition of similar ill*treatm€»t* 

On the third day of my co»6»$went w 
Madrid, | was visited by a judicial p4Kcer, "whq 
Nar. H 
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came to take my examination. He asked me 
if I wouM answer every' question that he 
shbald put to me,, truly and justly. I said I 
wpuld. He then asked me what religion I pro- 
f(^ased? A. Protestant. Q.^o you believe 
in. J^SMS Christ, and the Virgin Mary ? A. Yes. 
Q. Do you know what you are confine^, for? 
A. JSoy I am quite ignorant ,of.Jt^ nor, do I 
conceive! had any right to be taken prispner, 
a,s I was not in the service. iQ. How happepe^ 
ypu to be with Hiego 1 A. I hq4 npt known 
him eleven days when 1 was taken prisoner. 
Q: How c^me you to ba with him ? A, }^ left 
G^Uicia fot*^ Gibraltar ;! and on my arrival at 
Gibr^ltar^ I was informed that bis, Catholic 
Majesty, h^d .given to General Rafael .Riegp 
f/uU command of the third division of the. army ; 
^uemI having issued a proclamation that he woql^ 
Su|)port the Constitutional throne, and encoumge 
its subjects to do their duty, faithfully in prorr 
tecting it also, at the same time issuing qpt 
orders to organise all who chose to volunteer 
tSmir services into a foreign corps ; ux co^^se- 
queqce of this . proclamation I, having with me 
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some docaments of my services in 1820, with 
a decree from his Catholic Majesty signed by 
the Captain-iGieneral Gaspar Vigodet, signifying 
that; owing to their having too many officers 
from the last war, they could not kdmit any 
other; — and other documents from the Spanish 
Constitutional authorities, that I should be em- 
ployed, had they occasion to augment their 
cavalry;' in consequence of this, t went to 
Malaga in a vessel loaded virith arms and accou- 
trements for t%e use of General Riego*s ^my; 
and on my arrival offered my services tb Gend- 
ral Riego ; Gen6)ral Riego answered, that, fai 
consequence of a decree from his Cattipllc Ma- 
jesty and his Cortes, no foreigner could be 
admitted into the Spanish service, :excepting in 
a foreign corps which was not yet organised. 
I then requested permission to follow his army 
until we arrived at Carthagena ; and then, un- 
less I could procure employment, not unbecom- 
ing the honor and dignity of a gentleman, I 
'should return to my native country* Q. Did you 
not kiiow, that his Catholic Majestj was A ED.z., 
soner in Cadiz ? A. No, I was quite ignorant df 
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it; nor do I bdie?e tbat he is a pramier. ^ 
Did yoo not knowtbftt Geiienl Riego ibek %hk 
' cooimaiid from the T Kjng. gt^ggHia^? -A. 'tfa^ 
itcnr do 1 think he had 4htft powel^ beeause 
Gaierai Ri^o was only ^Oi kidltUtlnil^'aftd the 
Clortes a nnmber ; therefeve itoas^eChaina been 
80. Q. Do you know Mariano Bayo f As No ; 
I only knew him sinoe our impriaonment. Q. 
Are yoo acquainted with the Pledmontese 4»ffi- 
cer? A. No» Q. How came you to ^ be with 
General Riego after hie army -deaarted him f A» 
I accidentally felt in with him, goidg over 
the ^mountains : he ^aeked me if I -wovldt ac- 
company' him v^owhieh I asB^ited* Q. Wei^ 
yoa in^-flaifenn? -A^ Ho. Q. <Wheredid you 
go, ifhen yon left the field ? A We weirt 
to 4Et house dbout three lei^^ues from it, ;and 
got seme refrndiment: Irom thenoe we took 
gmdee eiK leagnea frirtber, to the boase wbeve 
we were takm prisooamB^ by a gang of rob- 
bem. i win prow to you that^they <^0e ao^ 
and' I trust yon will do both me and^ tham 
JRBtice; ' i h«iTe, then, nothing to fear ffom your 
gowrament. In the first place, the owner <^ 
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t^ hQp8e...fttei»ptod. t9 ^ssassiaate .General 

VAeSfi^ ketpirei^th^ rob^iars .^iit6rQ4^tl|B.hQii8e»bat 

I |»iev^t^ iMPi ^0 th^ncaqintq a darkrojoni, 

asi4 4|irii^ tliia tim^t the rpl^bers entered. | w^ 

f»ti|i^.wh«n^jW4.iWer9 surpoM.,]^ abqpt 4^ 

»^n preseftivc^tbdr fiiece«>at m,^ I ^ke4^jdi## 

if .thef .wei^ rpUbcin^ and wbat, business^ they had 

if^erq ; at the Mme time advsmcing, f^^n/ thmq^ 

yfhenqm:<^:tk^V^ awweied^ ^^ I|^a«Q ^m ^* 

cftkle^^ifl^re Gene«^ Riega spokq to tbemyaQd 

%9ld 4M3n» to take ev#ry Ij^Mfftbat' wq. had> rbot 

.i]^ttq miird^ «ii9. We^€ire then takfil^ifiripoiiera. 

SiM>9^^fiei»y a C?oioma«tdaiit andi ii JPnesytK^ame. 

|[ ^q4 t|3e Qoeiuniiqdant if t^^a^i n^reaatfi 

iy€^itol)ealIa^«4 to beh^eii^iwab a nwmec; 

iltating thai I sfaoqld make jny oomplftipt.to.the 

ppQtper.airtbaiiitieai a9dhaT^ theiA pnpif^^d Af 

tikece was ju9ti€e to h^ had ; jg3tic^ 1 4aBaan4€idf 

and .no more. We. w^e tlveOt I t^ld th^ |U)ta!i;y, 

coiftdiicted to Aignillaiit where. Ibe^ jobb^vs air 

teti»pted to 3trip us, anid Ha take pur moi^ey.feom 

w,. fvUch wiwi but yery litUe ; hoi^ver^.the Conv 

mandant ordered (faem^t^ desjfit; thej tbes^fiaid 

they wouldnot^paductus^uiilesfithey Mrerip pei^ 
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mitted to have their plunder, ds 'they 'faad b^eii 
similarly disappointed before r which plafiity 
proves, that this was not the first* robbery ^hey 
had committed. Q. Ifeve you ever> held any 
situation in the army? A No; as^a-'citiflen of 
the world I offered Hny services to liiB Oatholie 
Majesty and the nation, provided the Gonsti^- 
tntion should continue ; but under no - other 
law. I amra Liberal, and shall continue f(o ; I 
never intend to alter my opinion; and if you 
hang people for diflering in ofiimon, then hang 
me to-nf0rrow, and put me out of my ttfisery. 
Hereis aibreast(putting my band to myboBom) 
that never feared shot, shell, or bidl ^ nor do I 
feafr wfaat'tyrant^ can inflict. - 

Thus finished my interrogation for the pre- 
sent : but in about a month the same pffi- 
cer visited me again, and put nearly the same 
questions to me, in order to ascertain if I 
prevaricated; but the man who speaks the 
truth, cannot prevaricate ; he therefore received 
similar answers to those above recorded. He 
then produced the papers and documents which 
were taken from me at Carolina, with a paper 
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sigaed^by Sir Robert Wilson^ in which I had- 
solioUed to be allowipd rations; I observed,* 
that I had solicited for rations at Corunna'; biit 
the Gdverhor/ (General .Vigo) said he could not 
fornisb etthei: Aem,* or pay, as I was not attach-: 
ed to any ainsiy OE^ccHpathar^ ( which«sufficient1y. 
showed that my^ documents, warq not isanc- 
tioned. In< Ite. second place I ob^i:ved, that 
aiB those^ocuments which I had^ signed fa^y Don 
Pedro Agar, Pi^ident» K4atiye to my services 
ib-'GaUicia^ in 1830, bad nob prooured .me any 
racoiikpense at that period, jthey ^Might. not to. 
beiceneuied DOW 9 /nor ought they ta beiproduced 
it evidence against meat the piie^^^t ^ci'^ws roC 
affairs, when it was evident that J- wa»AOt emn 
pldyed. That whatever documents they had. 
which . were tak^n from me I disowncKlf ^ 1 1 did 
not'properly understand theoiii;'4hey m^e 9eat 
by my friends, from a wish to serire me at the 
tlm^, little thinking' they would one^/daf/. be 
brought in tcviddnce against me. ' 

In this way I defended myself, in-every thing 
which they alleged against me. At last they 
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brought in my sash, that I had under niy i^ir^ 
and asked me if I knew thmt sash. 1 antvraned. 
No; that I had a sUk sash under my shiEt^ which 
I wore in order to reliere the pakis in my 
loins. They then asked noet ^ I knew c»tam 
marks upon it^ which denoted the rank of Field- 
Marshal. I told them, No ; thati if I had aapiied 
to that rank, I would have let them know who 
I was before now. They then asked me how I 
came by it» and if it was not the sash that was 
taken from me. I told them I had ha^ a^sadu 
round my body« but I could not swear ti^9k tha|k 
was the one which had be^i taken ttom me by 
the robbers who captured u»«*-<OBdiict whidi 
they would, I should suppose, censure, and not 
sanction. But for the sash, I conceived that it 
could not be the same. I then told them that the 
sash which I had taken from me, was given me by 
General Riego, to wrap roimd me for the pain aU 
leady m^[itioned, which proceeded from a severe 
cold ; and if that was the same sash, IVequested 
they would give it to me, as also all my other things, 
which I conceived they bad no right tp detain. 
They then asked me how I came by the cap a 
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I told ibeml had an old hairy cap, boi it admitted 
ibe raiib^ ind I therefore got that from an officer 
tvlio was Vi(h as. *Tbe interrogator then asked 
me vfhdi my objects were in following the army# 
i angwefed^ as I Iiad told hitn before, for ai^ty in 
getting home to niy own country, fearing if I in* 
veiled alone t might be robbed, (as I bad been)^ 
if not murdered by the banditti ; bnt, as Gene* 
ral fUego told me I dould not be employed, he 
110^ not ai^k me that question. He then asked 
me if I knew the penally due to those who 
f^vore^ a rebellion : I answered, that that was 
fiot a question to put to me, bttt to those to 
Wboill it applied ; that I^ as a dti^eti of the 
wo^Id, had offered my services, which were not 
Accepted ; I, tberef(We, did not coMider myself 

II eriminrii nor even a prisoner of war, as I ^Ai 
sot tnkeii in flie field, btft by a gang of rob- 
betHf supported and protected by the i^bellious 
authorities. Tliis was the conclusion of the se^ 
4Mnd itft^r6gatitfn ; fltnd they left me, appar^nt^ 
ly mucb perplexed.^ 

Shmtly after thk, I was taken HI, fi'om scftntl- 
Nar. I 
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11688 of provisions, not having had oAe sctflcifetil 
meal since my cohfinement^ nothing bdtlirttfa 
tod green pepper, and sometirdte a Ittde Vfin€. ' 1 
vras under the necessity of demanding a ismrge^, 
-who prescribed for me ; bat havikig neitherfHeUdd 
nor money, I coaid not procure medicine. At 
length my interrogator took compassion on me, 
seeing me so ill ; and he paid three pistreens for 
me' dutfbfliJb 6ini |)ocket I ma'de a bomplaibt i6 
(Be t!aptaih-(%iieratTetattve to our mbneyv'wiiidb 
we had ^veh up to the conductor^ on c6nditi6h 
that he virduid return it to us vvhen Wanted. 
This money vfw a donation given to us' by Uite 
hands of humanity, while we were in the prison 
of 'Andujar. The Captain-General sent tne^^ 
Tiote, stating that the conductor d^ed having 
received it. I then desired the reporter to go to 
iGeneral Riego, and ask him if I had any mbney 
due to me; he answered, that I had eight' doub- 
loons and a half (about thirty pounds;) adding 
that i;?hat money he had was at my command. 
The reporter said, if this money were given^ up 
to him he had no objection to pay it to me,^and 
he would ask General Riego's reporter concern- 
ing it, This he did^ and received for answer, 
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ttl^j^ i^mppey >ypuld be,apprqpriftted to defray 
<5ljPflgi^V|^'fe^ In ^qftsequencjeof 

Ibifi^ J.KW^^igtd to xemvn W ^is borrid dftti- 
g^c^ »4)e9|^Iy irittiQutv food or covering,, I en* 
d$A?99uredta ^^ce my jailei:^ through huma- 
Wtyf tOrVJBit. a fe^ir friends that I knew in Madrid 
i^.^Q^, ip order to solicit their heneTolence; 
bqttp. .this r^ui^t I received no answer, nor 
4piil i^\f, wheth^ he evcar mad^ ihe appli9a- 
^iog,^ aj^ 14^4 ^t,9ee Un, again. f9V 9pq[^. ^e. 
^irn^l dj4 see liMm, about a m6nt;)xd^w9r^; 
foid. ask«d hitn if he had aeen.Q^Jfienkds^^ he 
liepUad wi|h >a satirical amile^, that I j}a(J ^o 
^H^pmw. ,Howev^, at lapt, I.fppn^ JW-Op- 
f^pqi^B^t^ of .sending^to th^ Qountess o^ yiila- 
jsofintBjfyihQae brother (the Cojivit of! |^ntig4;>),I 
iiM^i^e^ed A;on).thelniq[u}0itio]|at Sagijiagp in 

4tlibli^ sCwi iuu that cWf li8«t«ation jf in^bopeg that 
tthcy wonMrsbf^v ti»ir>g»B^u^ !t^y sending me 
,80010 4seli0f^4hfl^^ I djA n^t solicit axiyi. I then 
cfltdeavcmnadf to hidiioe tlia< offictr of tlie guard 
tcp seethe ^EBglisb AnibasflHidor; ^p allow ma to 
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AXid 8^4 the 4n)lias[^Qr waa aoqijaioted witb 
;^^ 8iti»«t;i()ii, .a<&il that if b« Ip^d jjptend^^. to 
B$n4 Doie.aoy i:elief^hQ vroulc} h^v^ done ao lony 
£fe thi£i« ,3i|t I frail informed by one of the o A* 
c^rs on guard> that, the Afnba98ador ww other^ 
V9if^ too much engaged. 

At length, after trying every channel throi^ 
which I had any hopes or cfas^ce of success, 
and worn out by ill health occasioned by close 
confinement and starFation, Genera} Bic^o wa# 
^yo^ed two pistpeens a day» (about o^ ahUting 
apd sixpence). This 9mall pittance h^ would 
sometimes ^hare with me^^ or I aotuaUy must 
have diadftom starvation. Genejrous ipan!-^ 
But, reader, take a retrospective view .of this 
wretched allowance to a man, who had moved 
in a high and affluent sphere. Such treatmeol 
was beneath a King, to a faithful servant, who 
had served him as Aide-de^Camp, command^ 
one of his armies, and was a deputy of his Cortea. 
Still on these circumstances he built bis hopes of 
acquittal, or at least of life. Sometimes he would 
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co$ttriy$d to stick a bit of paper, with such comr 
plioieiitSj; as ** How do you do?'* wiritteunritb 
a little charcoal which I found upon the floor* 
To which he would answer, * - Pretty well." At 
last he lost all hopes, and said, ** We shall die." 
I told him No, a better destiny awaited him. 
But ho plainly saw, from the neglect of th© 
higher authorities of the crown, as also from 
tho monial servants, that be had little hope of 
escaping an ignominious death. I endeavoured 
to alhiviate his suffenngs, and to raise his mind 
abover defipair. Notwithstanding I had need of 
comfort myself, X did all in my power to aootbe 
tbe almost broken heart of my noble-minded 
friend ; under whose auspices I bad once hoped 
to attain to rank and fortune. Ilowever, that 
pleasing hope has now vanished for ever. In 
retom for such little* attentions, General RiegQ 
frequently sent we a part of bis scanty allow* 
ance of provisions ; be once also sent me a shirt, 
which was by no means an unacceptable pre* 
fi»nt, the one in which I entered my dungeon 
constituting my Mrhole stock, We were, how-» 
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T^fcfi^ yen "ttiis ' 'tiQ^ite<I ' mt6h:m^^imSilSi 
1%te Va^'k jiainffti «roke to'ris'b^'iirta 46^^ 
^' (6 tndtcfafe ni some tneasare iht it^^Saf 
i^fblirAoW Wkited us.' ' - ' "' ' 

I still heard from the unfortunate General 
oncef or t\ieice ; and on the 5th of Kovfertibfer he 
Sent me a dollar and a pistreen. He had wAV^ 
tfetf on the piece of paper in 'Which '4t?''^t*1a4l 
4^rapped— ** I diall " be sacrificed;" '/AWdirt 
{♦^elve b'clock of that night, I heard fee sotiliU! 
6f ' W fcirriage' :— these words of flie GehfemV te* 
Curteid tt) mf memory, and I insf aAtfy istaSp^tttM 
ifhat that carriage was come to convey Wm't^ 
th6 place of l&is execution. I waff soon cottvineed 
bf if, ffotn a noise in the prison. ^ I tras idtet^ 
Ward's informed, that when the gnard ^ritfeuiia 
M cert, and ordered the OenmV to lisfe/^ he*, 
^eing tile irbns which they had brbnglit'^ ^i 
Upon liis hand^,* e::^61aiitned' 'With a ' sttSfe, '**' I 
li^t'siil&mii Ic^ tnjrfetfelike ^^ihaii, ^bUt Itt^ 
sfi^it We^^die:^^^1rfe Was c(Aiati(it^^%^m 
c^apei; ^iid executea t^'third dk^ after. 'Oike 
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^4.;r«aHy/8ppe^r!e4. mfn^j^BefiU^d,sxt^h^ W? 
tiweJy d^athiofjsa gaod a jp»ff*,, With^jjs^ppf)! 
tfi, flay pwn 4eeUi]^»..tbey are iwicji ea«ii»> t^ If^pi 
conceived than described, tboqgh J tJaipkt f^ 
can even appreciate them folly. 
■-.,/•; : - ■ . ■■ ■ •■■ . ^.. ■ ^■. : ' n . 
My coQsUtution being mqch impaiced iroq;^ 
m^ jpgQrfiU9 f dnfinemoii; ,and the piivatipns^ 9iri 
t^ing it,-a4ded toibe distracted 8.ta^e o^ ifif, 
inind» I feaned» notwithstanding my usually^OO^ 
afrits and Bang«i|ie t^mp^, that I .s]^9nld eve|),i 
taally sink* under the.^verity of my su%i»g^ 
Doprivedof the. oply consolation |^t^^ Ipflfe, rJ 
began to think that all other hopesof cp^ort qif 
relief had abandoned me, and eveiy/utyr^prpt 
spect seemed darkened. Not having heard frop 
my own Government, nor even from thoge whoin 
I had previously s«rved and concddered as m^ 
friends, J fully expected to share the fate of my 
ever-lamented friend and companion. . During 
his.Iife-time I had hopes, but now thosje hopes 
vere totally destroyed, I frequently, m my so- 
litary moments, reflected upon our Jate convert 
sation. In one of our prisons, while going to 
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Madrid, (at Man^anares^) we were vinted by 
our condactai^, im conseqoence ol a ftpmt^ 
by one of the robbers who guarded ns^ that 
the General had a belt on. The condcKtor 
stripped us all again, and finding a saidh npon 
General Riego, he took it from hfai|« The Ge-' 
neral remonstrated, saying — ** I am a deputy 
of the Gortea, Aide-de^^Camp to the King, and 
a General in his army ; and you hare no right 
thas to degrade meJ"" The conductor replied, 
witii a satiricfti grin, ^ I know you by no fitles, 
but as a criminal.'* This brutal conduct wrmq; 
his very soul ; ni 'feet, from such conduct beii^ 
allowed, he began to lose confidence,, and gate 
way to ^oomy despondency. This I observed 
before we arrited at Madrid ; though the hntan 
Ifty we experienced upon the road was mdeed 
soffictent to damp the courage of the stoutest 
heart. It was quite^ evident that the swinish 
hetd were encouraged in their atrocities by the 
higher of the rebd authorities. Well m^t he 
ery out, as he frequesitiy did, '' O BdArn^ 
Father! hast thou forgotbai thy sons, ik the 
time of their trouble?" 
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,, lYfeen.^e officer of i^e gut^^^^, tql^ m;e.tjbpt 
Qe9Qi(9l B.i^go,yjr?i8:ex?cutqcl, J a<pk^Ql.J(MJ»if tl^© 

4ie4, by tt»e ^tafr. I .^B.\^, , ".Mo^t ^qpecHy ^Ji^ 
yf^9^ ^f^a8sinate<)« , ^WMt !.f»t.a,rpai);t{^ doath 
wifiiqutia trk^, or.jevf ni hearipg his jdefeoce! not 
allow hini tp.plfad his owncaqfie.t" He anqfirer-? 
e4, that np lawyer woal4 ple^dfbrhim. ^iT^en^" 
si^id Jk ,'.' U^questigqably he.,ojaght,tp.ha^.e4?e«i^ 
aHotwi^ to. J ple^ for . himself ;„wjd«,j^ t^f Vfi^Cfi 
i^Wfd».thji^ privilege, he« was a^mpfjeifed ;?i^Pv.' 
^,4h^ ^)$f4,>iiQ ,if p«g«eral iUegp^di^d IM-^ 
ia«.iap4iWi<fe «»¥«afie^ He r»B^ied,.5' Jff^y^f 
mf^jm" i #,.i8j wprtbjr of ^rem^rl^ct^^jtliip 
<li«^^l!i^l P»^ of ^Ggperal iU^a ^^t,i)itt^ 
4fMHaie#jt jitHd.-JI ;Mras : conseqnieaitly. t}ks,m^» 
Wiy&sArtMJilli*^ h^9 Ijftd died brswrely*. • / ,,,j 

>^ I In /OifoBjiri day^ I kfigfm, to recover a littl^^iMa 
tjbe si^MB sshock ^ti«> fa^e o{ my (ri^ad l^« given 
me. sJib^piix to ^xaaiji^ tba Jb«f»,^ my^uiif^ 
gpoM^.'ki kdpes^of £ndkig s|j(H«e £^^ 

alargejiail, I wprked ahole^iitiliM&^iilti.wiikfat 

Nar. K . 
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parted my cell from that of my fellow-prisoner^ 
the Piedmontese^ to be able to convense with 
him. I tried several places before I could find 
a crevice of the stones in the wall ; however, after 
a long trial I succeeded: the Piedmontese for^ 
tunatety also found a nail, and commenced on 
his side, by which means we succeeded in ef» 
fecting a communication. This greatly revived 
the poor Piedmontese, who appeared to be fast 
approaching the termination of his sufferings in 
death. I then began to make a hole beneath 
the bars of my windows ; this mining I carried 
on for upwards of three months. I first took 
up a large square brick, which I put down again 
in the morning, or at any other time when I 
was visited. The dust and particles of stones 
which I cpt with the nail, I put into a tub which 
was allowed me for necessary purposes, and 
covered them with the sweiepings of the'floor.^ 

Our allowance of a pistreen pfer d^y was. not 
regularly paid; and we very oft^ went widi 
empty stomachs, beii^ sometimes three diays 
witl|out^provi9ionjs«^, Hoyirever,^ thi? did not 
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happen often with me, after having bought my 
experience with two or three such fastings: I 
took care to keep a reserve; but my fHend the 
Piedmontese would *e:icp6nd 'hid the dajr he got 
ity and frequently starve the other two. As soon 
as I found that that was the case, I used to, send 
him half a pi^treen by the guard, telling him to 
give my compliments, and say, that I had re* 
turned him the money he had lent me. The 
poor fdlow was so neglectful of himself, that 
he did not change his shirt for upwards of three 
months, though he had another to diaage with. 
The misfortune was, that all his money went in 
other necessaries, more grateful to his palate; so 
that he never had half a pistreen to spare to get 
bis shirt washed : at length I prevailed on the 
guard to get this done for him, upon promising 
(o pay him for it. My friend readily acknow« 
l^ed the comfort of the change. 

The guards being relieved every day, we had 
no opportunity of making friends with any of 
ihem. Sometimes they would knock at the 
door, or make a great noise over our beads, to 
prevent us from sleeping; at other times they 
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would cry out, ** You will all be hanged, you 
Febels/' This was adding insult to injury and 
injustice, in every sense of the word, and was 
a disgrace to the officer who allowed it ; indeed, 
in no other country would such conduct be tole- 
rated. Here, instead of censure, the guard re- 
ceived praise and encouragement for their inso- 
lence. 

This brutal conduct, doubtless by the 
direction of higher authority, was pursued 
the whole time of my imprisonment. During 
the latter part of this period I amused my- 
i^elf in making little baskets of the rind of 
oranges, which, for want of a knife, I cut with a 
needle, obtained of a soldier, with some thread 
&c., to mend my shirt. I asked the officer to 
lend me a knife, or a pair of scissars, to cut 
my nails ; I had frequently made a similar re- 
quest, but could never succeed : however, this 
officer lent me a knife, placing two sentries 
over me while I used it. I frequently applied 
for a dentist to draw me a tooth, but they always 
put me off; so that I was tormented with the 
tooth-ach upwards of three months : at last I 
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made friends with a Sergeant, whom I had 
known in Gallicia. He was then a very honest 
man ; but when General Morillo turned traitor, 
tbis Sergeant amongst the rest was induced to 
follow his example. He at length found me a 
person who performed the operation. 

'- Soon after this, my friend (for so he proved 
himself) offered his services to me ; but I acted 
very cautiously with him, fearing that he might 
betray me : however, I trusted him with a few 
trifling commissions, which he faithfully fulfilled, 
and at length got him to procure for me a little 
paper, and iiik ; this he managed very well. 
When he came'to see me, I borrowed hi& pen^ in 
order, as I used to say, to copy a few verses out 
of a book which he lent me to read ; and when 
he left me, I wrote two letters,^ — one to the Right 
Honorable George Canning, a nd the other to 
Mr. Bowring of London. I told the Sergeant 
that I had a friend in Madrid, — ^if he would 
allow him to come and see me, and to bring me 
seme provisions. The next day he came for this 
purpose, and put the two letters into his pocket. 
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In this way I afterwards wrote to several of my 
fiiends. I waited anxiously for answers to my 
two first letters. In the interim I made as many 
fri^ids as possible with the guards who at- 
tended me, making myself as comfortable as my 
situation would admit of, and anticipating a 
favorable reply from London. In the course of 
a fortnight after this, I was visited by a gentle- 
man of Madrid by chance. This gentleman, who 
came to ask for Mr. Hasker, inquired for '* the 
English Gentleman ;" the Sergeant informed him 
that no communication was allowed with me; 
^* But/' said the gentleman, '^ I have some money 
for him ; cannot I give it to him ?'' showing the 
Seigeant at the same time a letter authorising 
his admittance. Upon this he concluded he 
wanted me, as I was the only English prisoner 
Uiere, and accordingly conducted him to my 
dungeon. I was agreeably surpris<sd on his 
entrance; anticipating a favorable result from 
this unexpected visit, whidb, I am happy in being 
able now to state, was very soon realised. I 
observed, upon his entrance, a manifest disgust 
in bis countenance on viewing my wr^ehed 



Digitized by VjOOQIiS 



/ 



7a 

condition* He asked me by what m^ans I 
came there, or what I had done to meril; sucll 
cruel treatment. The Sei^eant being present, I 
did not express my sentiments so fiilly as I 
wished to have done; however, I replied to 
him in French, hoping that the Sergeant, who 
was a Spaniard, would not understand me^ 
He said, I have a letter for you, and whatever 
money you may require. I answered, that 
I had scarcely anticipated such welcome 
news* He then^ gave me the letter, whicb» 
on perusal, I found was intended for my 
friend Mr. Hasker* I observed, that he was 
a faithful companion of mine ; but I had not 
heard of him for five months : he said,. *^ Ne-^ 
ver mind ; though you are not Mr. Hasker^ 
I will still assist you." He then requeg^4 
ed the Sergeant to allow me to write my^ 
name on the back of the letter ; tl^ Sergeant 
lent me his pen, and I wrote to Mr; Bowring^^ 
(who sent this letter,) that n^ name was 
Matthewes ; that Mr. Hasker had been witix 
me at Jodaf, in the last engagemeirt; but I hadi 
not beard of him^ siiice. This gentleman thea^ 
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looked round, and observed that I bad no bed : 
he said to the Sergeant^ >' How can you treat a 
man in such a cruel manner ?" and addressing^ 
himself to me, he added, /' To-morrow I will 
supply you with a bed, :and whatever else yoa 
may require." The next day he brought ine ai 
straw mattress, a blanket, and a pillow; some 
mpney^ and provisions. This my guard thought 
was too much indulgence, and began to search 
the bed, pillow, and mattress, to my great 
annoyance. However, I said nothing until my 
friend was gone: I must here be allowed to use 
that appellation, for to no one could it be mor^ 
properly applied^ than to one who had essen- 
tially served me in my necessity. - After this 
generous benefactor was gone, I invited the 
Sergeant to partal&e of my refreshment; which he 
accepted. I then observed to him, that when he 
did a favor he ought to complete it, and^ after 
admitting my. friend into the prison, he ought 
to have allowed the things to remain quiet which 
he sent me, and not have allowed bis guard to 
insult me by: searching them in his pres^ice;: 
if they were intitled to search them, why not do^ 
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so on their entrance? I then desired that he 
would censure the corpotal and his men for their 
conduct. 1 carefully preserved the money that 
my friend had given me, in order to employ it 
to^ the best advantage which might offer. 

In the first place I endeavoured to make 
frieiads with the guards, and ingratiate myself 
into their good opinion, hoping eventually to 
turn it to account in effecting my escape. In this 
I succeeded tolerably well. In the course, of a 
fortnight my friend and benefactor called upon 
me again, the time having expired for which he 
had supplied me ; with money, namely, at the rate 
of two pistreens per day. He asked me if I 
wanted any thing else : I told him I had only 
one shirt and a half, at which he smiled ; but it 
was only the smile of a m6ment, \and instantly 
gave way to an expression of the deepest, sym- 
pathy. He inquired if there were any thing else 
I was in need of: I told him I had only one 
pair of sheeting trowsers,! which I thai wore, and 
had done so ever since I was taken prisoner, 
nearly five months. : He shook his head, and 
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Observed, tiiat he duly appreciated my snfierkigs 
throughout that time ; ^' Howe^er^" said he, '' I 
will send you a pair of coaree trowsers, and two 
coarse shirts, which will be better adapted for 
your present habitation." He kindly brougbit 
them himself the next day. 

In the course of a month after .this, tliere* 
porter paid me a visit, producing a letter from 
the Ministry in London to the Ambassador 
in Madrid. The latter had sent it to the 
Captain»General, with four hundred reals, 
(twenty dollars) ^vto be given to George Ma6- 
thewes, who was taken with the rebellious 
Riego." I here stopped him i^hort, and |demand>- 
^ to know who wrote that; saying, ^ If Riego 
was a rebel, he paid the forfeit and foil penalty 
<<such an offence; his name has no right to be 
brapded with the appellation; and wbow^ $^ 
wrote, was a villain. I was not a rebel ; th^ 
term applied to those who were enemies to 
the €onstitntioQi I then requested he woul^ 
allow ipe to answer the letter; but this he 
refiised, saying it required no answer. I them 
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atictpi fbe pittttiee h6 bad brought meh^request-' 
ing him to thtftik Yeribellir those who sent ity 
since he would not permit me to do it by writing. 
i^lm he proiriised to comply wftfa, and left mcf. 

A youfiig pig^oa dafOi^ in at the bars of my 
fMisbii aboat two months before this last remits 
taaee from London, and took refage with me. 
It JTormed my chief amusement and employ to 
ked and eberish it. 

A tbocrght struck me, that I eooM write a 
kiter with one dfiteqaiUa; I caHed myUtUe 
iTovicfy (tbat being (be name I had gi^en him,) and 
examined bis wing ; but I found the quills rather 
soft ;— -however, i pludked one, widi wliich t 
wrote a tetter to Mr. Canniiig, requesting him to 
a^ept my most sineere and gratefal thanks for 
the assidtdnee he had sent me ; at the same time 
e!X{k'0BSing my rq^t at the expressions made 
use of in a letter to the Captain^-Genefal at 
htadrid respecting the late unfortunate General 
Riego ; that i did not conceif e liiyself a rebel. 
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^ but a citizen of tfaie worlds a gentlemaii, and a. 
man of: honor.. Thia letter I sent by the gen- 
tlemait . who had taken the others. 

The. last remittance enabled me to famish 
my fellow-prisoners with pecuniary assistance, 
which afforded me inlGaiite joy and satisfaction. 
Captain Bayo, our unfortunate companion, had 
a rich uncle in. Madrid, who furnished him with 
every necessary, &c. I received this, information 
with pleasure. I then procured the Piedmont- 
ese a few necessaries. I had a companion who 
paid me a visit every night; — ^this was a little 
mouse, which I caught at last, and cured him, 
stuffed him,;andbroughthim toEngland—hehad 
become quite domesticated. : I also amused my-^ 
self with drawing upon the wall of my prison. I 
drew myself in full size, with my right arm extend- 
ed, and fore finger pointing to the words, *' What 
injustice js here !'' I also drew a tree on the op- 
posite side ; and upon one of its branches I des- 
cribed the figure of a dove ; at the end of his bill 
were these words, ^' What anguish I feel !" and 
round the boll of the tree was a serpent with his 
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sting protruded^^withttesccoU, ^^ I shall revenge 
myself at last f at the same time looking at the 
dove. These sentences were written in Spanish ; 
and when the soldiers came into the dmigeon, 
they looked at them with astonishment. Thier 
gave me frequent opportunities of conversing 
with them, and to cultivate their good will by a 
glass of wine, &c. By this means I caused 
them to relax a little of their rigor and brutality 
towards me, and so rendei*ed my irksome situa- 
tion easier to ^idure. About this time I had a 
little puppy given me, of some three. months old* 
This creature afforded me a fund of amuse- 
ment : in a little time I taught him to stand 
sentry at the door: and when any person ap- 
proached, . he used to bark, by which I al- 
ways had an opportunity when writing to con- 
ceal my papers*. My repository for these secrets 
was my pigeon's nest, where no one thought of 
looking : it stood aloof in one corner of the 
room ; and when I put my papers, &c. in it, he 
used to sit upon them ; so tbat frequently when 
they were sent to the post, theyi Wjere all over 
dirt. 
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My littk Pincber (tfa«t 19 my dog's iidme) 
grew sa 8iBigdckn»» that he knew akboef every 
tUag I d^id to him. This ftitfafiil Uttk animal^ 
as w^ Bs the pigceon, I brought to England 
with me alWe. Th^ pigeon I gave to Mrs. Riegd^ 
the unfortanate widow of my erer^Iainented 
friend ; bat the dog stiH remaine with me, nor 
do I intend ever to part with him» Poor little 
fellow, h^ had hard fare in prison ; bat bow he 
fisres sumptuously every day. These ainimals 
appeared %o happy with their situation, that 
reaHy I almost began to be reconciled to my 
own: though, whra I reflected npoittfae fate of 
iay nnfortanate companion Ri^o, my dungeon 
resumed all its horrors. For a little tfme it 
^ould throw a melancholy gloom ovier my mind ; 
bat at the moment, as if by instmdv the pigeon 
would aKght on my shoulder, or the dog leap 
upon my knees, and thus chase my sadness by 
Ibeir mute endearments. However, this relaxa* 
tion of cruelty by my jailer and guards was 
not to last long. The authorities having heard 
of the lenity they evinced towards us, ordered 
them, to be changed, and they were relieved 
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by a gang of rebels: these wretches did all 
ia their power to renew and augment our 
former wretchedness. The other guards, with 
whom I had beeoma familiar, were removed 
about a mite from us ; so that I had now not 
the least prospect of ever realising my hopes of 
escape. However, I immediately sent for the 
reporter, and told him, that the guard behaved 
very ill to me, throwing stones in at my win- 
dow, (or rather through the iron bars), calling 
me Negro, saying I should be hanged, and 
making use of other terms not to be mentioned. 
One of the stones which they flung through the 
bars fell upon my head, and would probs^bly 
have saved them the trouble of hanging me, if I 
had not had my cap on at the time. I requested 
the reporter to communicate diis conduct to the 
Captain-^General : howe?^, I received no an- 
swer to my complaint, which determined me to 
write the following letter to the English Ambas^ 
$ador, Sir William A'Gourt, then re«dent M 
Madrid :— 
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" Sib, 

^' Since my first detention by the unjust 
and barbarous Spanish Government in the most 
infernal dungeons, constantly insulted and an* 
noyed by every means that could be invented 
by a fanatic, licentious, and ferocious soldiery, I 
have had the honor to address you fi^uently, 
claiming that protection to which every English- 
man is entitled from the representative of his 
nation in foreign countries; pailicularly in 
those where tyranny is carried to extremities. 
My remonstrances to you not being attended to, 
1 made every effort in my power to, make koown 
to a friend of humanity my cruel situation, that 
he might acquaint the English Government with 
the same. In consequence of these measures! 
received some relief, but still remain buried in 
my dungeon, or rather, in my grave. Six months 
have now elapsed without, experiencing any 
alleviation of my miseries, or without hopes. of 
ever seeing a termination of them ; if your Excel- 
lency and my own Government do not acquaint 
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that of the Spaniards, that English humanity 
demands of it a more lenient treatment of me, 
and that they are no longer to be deceived by 
the falsehoods of their Monarch. If I have de- 
viated in the slightest degree from principles of 
honor or justice, may the avenging blade of 
the latter fall instantly on my guilty head ; — but 
if, faithful to the sentiments of an honest man, 
I only fought for the most just of causes, the 
freedom of Spain, let me then be immediately 
set at liberty, and restored to my country and 
friends. I flatter myself that your Excellency, 
after the ordinary measures which I presume you 
have taken in my favor, will not relinquish your 
object without accomplishing it. 

" I have the honor to be, 
" Sir, 
" your most obedient servant, 

" YoRic, G. M." 



fTo His Excellency Sir W. A'Court, 
His Britannic Majesty's Ambassador 
at Madrid/' 
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To this letter I received no answer, and wai$ 
therefore under the necessity of enduring the 
same barbarous usage as patiently as I might, 
until, on the 3rd of April, I was most unexpect- 
edly released, through the means of the Minister 
of War in London. On that day I was visited by 
a gentleman, who spoke to me in Spanish ; but, 
perceivmg that lie was an Englishman, I re- 
quested he would let me know to whom I was 
indebted for the honor of this visit. He an- 
swered, that he could not speak any other lan- 
guage to me at present before the Jailer. He 
then* inquired if I were in good health: I an- 
swered, " No, nor could it be expected, under 
such treatment as I had received during a pe- 
riod of six months." He looked round, and 
asked me if I had no other clothes but those I 
had on : I told him, No. He then said, " You 
must be shaved." I told him, that the reporter 
had informed me, that it was contrary to their 
rules to permit prisoners to be shaved ; but 
without this, I had made a rule for myself, that 
I would not be shaved, until I was in possession 
of my own razors, and could shave myself when 
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I thought proper. " Birf," says he, " I am more 
^aa a reporter." I then thought that all ^raa 
nearly o¥er, and that he was caiAe to arra^# 
matters for my execution : however^ upon leanr* 
ing me, he said, — ".You are at liberty, and I 
shall come for you this night" 

This was such a sudden transition from de* 
spair to hope, thajk I waa nearly overcome by my 
feelings ; and it was some time before I could 
convince myself, whether what I had just heard 
was real or imaginary. However, in the course 
of an hour, my Jailer came to inform me that I 
was at liberty; and observed, that the gentle* 
man who had ju3t left.me had said, that I posi- 
tively could not leave the prison without shaving 
mysdf ; which he therefore recommended me to 
idov I was now convinced that I was really \ir 
berated ; and did not long hesitate to fit myself 
once more to appear among my own species. I 
borrowed a pair of scissars^ clipped off my 
beard,, which was about six inches loug^ and 
then submitted it to the discipline of the raacor^ 
to which it had been a stranger for six months 
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and seventeen days. The Jailer* next produced 
a letter from> the Captain*General, stathig, that 
George Matthewes, the EngHshman, was to be 
liberated forthwith ; and the door of the prison 
was instantly thrown 0})en. 

My feelings upon this occasion weve such as 
the reader may perhaps conceive, but they far 
surpass my ability to describe. The first thing 
I did, was to get permission to visit my fellow- 
prisoners : they of course were glad to see me, 
the Piedmontese especially was almost over- 
come with joy ; but I afterwards heard, that he 
subsequently relapsed into his former melan- 
choly, and did not rise from the comer of the 
cell in which he lay, for three days. The Spa- 
niard, Captain Bayo, appeared Jo submit to his 
fate with more fortitude than the generality of 
his countrymen possess. I afterwards paid a 
visit to some other prisoners; amongst whom 
was a Lieutenant-Colonel, confined by order of 
General Morillo. Having had no charge pre- 
ferred against him, he was totally ignorant of 
the cause for his. confinement, unless General 
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M orillo conceived that he (the Colonel) knew 
more of Morillo's rogirish trickd than he wished to 
have exposed. *' I know/' said the unfortunate 
captive, ** that he is a villain ; it can be proved 
by thousands, who. have suffered from his crimes 
and their own credulity : in South America, 
this- said General Morillo sold whole regiments 
to the enemy, (the Independents,) and is now 
living upon the fruits of his treachery." 

About seven o'clock in the evening my deli- 
verer, Mr. Richard Ryan, came for me ; a gen- 
tleman whom I had not seen before that day, 
but whom I shall ever respect as a man. He 
found me enjoying myself with those who a few 
hours before were my jailers and guards. These 
I gladly left^ but not without advising and re- 
questing of them, to show humanity to those 
who might be so unfortunate as to be committed 
to their care. My deliverer then took me by 
the arm, and led me out of the prison. A car- 
riage was in waiting for us on the outside, and 
immediately took me to his own house, where 
an excellent repast was oflered me ; lodgings 
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were provided for me in Ike adjoiniiig btouse; 
aad during the foar days I remained in Madidd^ 
I was visited by most of tba respectable Libe* 
rals. in town. Their kindness and generosiiy 
Mrill never be effaced from my grateful memory. 

On the day preceding my departure, a grand 
dinner vi^as provided by a friend in honcur of 
my release ; but on my entering the room, the 
smell of the provisions so overpowered my sto- 
mach, deranged by long privation and unwhole« 
some food, that I was obliged instantly to retire; 

I left Madrid the following day for England; 
accompanied by a messenger of His Britanaie 
Majesty, Mr. Vigo : but, previous to my quit- 
ting the city, I received a message from Sir W. 
A'Court, stating, that as I had^ vJoLale ii the 
InijTx' of my own rnnntrjj as well as those of 
Spain, I must b^ar in mindi, that if ever I seh 
turned to. the latter, I should be amenaUe to 
its laws. I returned for answer, that I did noit 
conceive that I had violated the laws either oi 
my own country or of Spain ; but I could asr 
sure his Excellency, that I should not be so im- 
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pradeni as to enter Spain agajn, unless in com- 
pany with an army that would make its traitors, 
and the French, deplore the provocation which 
aroused the arm of patriotic vengeance. 

Early on the morning of the 7th of April we 
left Madrid ; and did not stop but to change 
horses, until we arrived at St. Jean de Luz — the 
gates of Bayonne being shut. We then went to 
bed about two hours, and proceeded on our 
journey, having travelled upwards of three hun- 
dred miles in fifty-two hours. On arriving at 
Irun, on the French side of the river, the French 
authorities attempted to stop me, though I had 
^ English and a Spanish passport, signed by 
t!he French Ambassador at Madrid : however, 
Mr. Vigo told them, that if they detained me, 
tiiey would detain him also, upon which we 
were allowed to proceed. I travelled under the 
assumed name of Sir John Smith : had my real 
name been known, I am apprehensive I should 
never have again seen England. On our arri- 
val at Bourdeaux from Bayonne, one hun- 
dred and twenty miles, Mr. Vigo delivered 
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me up to the British Consul, Mr. Scott, who 
had orders to facilitate my progress to England. 
Mr. Vigo then returned to Madrid. Mr.. Scott 
advised me to proceed to Paris, as there was no 
vessel at Bourdeaux for England. From Paris I 
took the diligence to Calais, and thence crossed 
in the packet to Dover. When I landed at 
Dover, I considered myself safe, and not 
before. 

On my arrival in London, on the 20th of 
April, I presented myself to my friend Mr. 
Bowring, to tender him my most grateful and 
sincere thanks for his kindness. He said that 
he had done no more than he should have done 
for any other person similarly situated. I then 
hastened to the Foreign Office, to dischai^e a 
similar debt of gratitude to Mr. Canning ; but, 
not having the honor of an interview, I wrote a 
note tothat effect, and subsequently had the 
honor of an interview with Mr. Planta. 

I have to crave the indulgence of a liberal 
public towards this hasty sketch of my adven- 
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tures. I hope, in the course of a short time, and 
on the recovery of my health, which is at pre- 
sent much injured from long confinement, to 
publish a faithful account of the insurrection in 
1820, up to the fall of Cadiz in the year 1823. 
At present I am watting the arrival of some do- 
cuments, &c. from Oorunna. But my health is 
much impaired, from the coarseness of my pro- 
visions during my barbarous imprisonment ; the 
stomach being so excoriated, that it is expected 
it will take a long time to restore even the ordi- 
nary functions of digestion. 

As a tribute of respect, I wrote on my return 
the following letter to Madame Riego, the in- 
teresting widow of my unfortunate and ill-fated 
friend: 

London, April 23, 1824. 
"Madam, 

"I take the earliest opportunity, on my arrival 
in London, to fulfil a duty which I hold sacred; 
it is that of informing you, that I have in my 

Nar. N 
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the late General Hiego, and at the same time of 
soliciting your acceptance of these relics of that 
unfortunate man ; whose loss you, as bis wife, 
must ever deplore, and whose name will be 
dear to mankind, as that of one who died the 
disinterested martyr in the cause of his country 
and her liberties. 

'^ I h^ve shared his dangers, and I have shared 
his sufferings, inflicted during six months^ im* 
prisonment in the dungeons of Madrid, and 
seventeen days of removal from one cruel 
prison to another until we arrived there* These 
sufferings have left both my physical and intel- 
lectual faculties in a state of exhaustion ; my 
memory, my very powers of speech have beea 
affected by the total seclusion from all living 
objects, to which I have been doomed. I need 
rest to restore my shattered frame, and to collect 
my mental powers : but I owe it to the memory 
of a man so distinguisl^d by his patriotism, his 
purity of heart, and uprightness of principle, 
that I should declare to the worid the circum- 
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stances attendant on his last days ; those days 
I passed with him ; and I trust it will not be 
long ere I perform a dnty, which I feel bound 
to do by every sentiment of honor and fHbnd- 
ihip. 

'^ On the day after nly arrival at Malaga^ I en« 
terad the field with General Biego, and from 
that moment I was honored with his unlimited 
confidoice : I was the witness of sill his actions, 
and I never left him nntil I was torn from him 
by his executioners; who thus deprived him of 
t last €onsoladon> the (iresence of hid faitfiful 
friend, and one who fattd been hoaofed by the 
title of his first Aides-de^Can^. I may be allowed 
therefore to think myself competent to the task 
of giving a dittple and faithM statemtot of the 
events which took place duk*ing my stay with 
General RiegO. I will r^te the conversation I 
had with him, I will give his very words, and 
I will notice particolairly. the coinmunifcatioil 
which I had with die degraded BallasteM)s; I 
will show, Itotly, how he was betrayed and 
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abandoned by men who so often swore to die 
withliira. 

** Accept, Madam^ the respectful homage of a 
British soldier, and one who deems it above all 
titles, above all honors, that he has been the 
faithful friend and devoted companion of the 
virtuous Riego ; and allow me to subscribe 
myself, 

* * Your very obedient Servant, 
'^ George Matthewes/' 



The following are the towns we passed 
through on our way to Madrid, after we were 
taken prisoners at Ai^illes: 

From Arguilles to Carolina, is 6 leagues, 
to Baylen, 4 
to Andujar, 5 

After being four days at Andirjar, General La>- 
tour Froissac ordered us to Madrid ; we there^ 
fore had to retrace our steps, and reached the 
metropolis by the following stages: 
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From Andajar to Baylen, is 


5 leagues; 


from thence to Gaaroman, 


2 


to Carolina, 


2 


to Santa Elena, 


2 


to AI Urio, 


4J 


to Santa Cruz, 


21 


to Valdepoias, 


2 


to Manzanares, 


4 


to Villarta, 


5 


to Purto Lapiche 


, 2 


to Madrilejos, 


3 


to Tembleque, 


4 


to La Guardia, 


2 


to Ocana 


31 


to Aranjuez, 


2 


to Yaldemoro, 


4 


to Madrid, 


3i 


- 


53 


THE END. 
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Prinied hyA. J. Vulpy^ Red lAon Court, Fieei Streei. 
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